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Lant's Lines

A Message from our Pastor

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for 
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he 
was famished. Luke 4:1-2 (NRSV). 
 
Lent.  On March 6 we enter into the season of Lent, as we gather in the sanctuary on Ash Wednesday at 7:00 
p.m.  That service traditionally reminds us to consider our mortality, as we have the option of receiving on our 
foreheads the imposition of ashes.  Yet the service can never be morbid or pessimistic because even the 
fact of our mortality lies in the rich network of the eternal life that we have in Christ.  Thus, at the same time 
that we recognize the importance of the limited time we have in this life, we also affirm that life continues 
after death.  While it is true that we “return to dust,” it is also true that we will “rise from the grave.”  These 
affirmations are not limited to the next life.  As Christians we know that eternal life begins now.  Because of 
our Christian hope, the most difficult times in our lives, when we feel we are “walking through the valley of the 
shadow of death,” need not make us afraid.  Through the grace of God, resurrections from those difficult 
times are always possible. 
 
Lenten small groups.  Lent is a penitential season, and we are encouraged to examine our lives.  Be on the 
lookout for announcements coming soon about the formation of a few small groups at MBPC that will meet 
during Lent to study a common resource.  Our Samford intern, Connor McCraney, has graciously agreed to 
coordinate the formation of these groups. 
 
Interesting resources.  I want to recommend some resources that might be helpful to our congregation.   
The first is a relatively new publishing imprint from Westminster John Knox, our denominational publisher.   
The imprint, which is intended for children, is called Flyaway Books (www.flyawaybooks.com).  The books are 
intentionally multicultural in their artwork and characters and carry themes of diversity, inclusion, self- 
esteem, kindness, and compassion.  I plan to give one of them each month to my granddaughter, Amzi. 
 
Another resource—a podcast called “The Bible for Normal People”—was recommended by my son, Lee. The 
series, which is issued weekly and is now up to about 75 episodes, includes interviews with notable writers, 
preachers, and theologians like Rob Bell, Barbara Brown Taylor, Richard Rohr, Brian McLaren, and Beverly 
Gaventa.  The episodes are very informal in tone—a discussion rather than a lecture—and they cover really 
up-to-date topics like “The Bible and Film,” “Womanist Theology,” and “What Is the Bible & What Do We Do 
with It?”  You can find out more, and can download the podcasts, from their webpages on Podbean 
(https://thebiblefornormalpeople.podbean.com).  Great resource for a long car trip, for listening while you 
exercise, etc. 
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Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church

The governing board of our 

church is called the 

“session,” and the current 

members of the session 

 are listed above. 

Please don’t hesitate to 

communicate with them 

concerning any matter in 

the church. 

Sunday, March 10th

We will begin Lent with an 

evening service at 7p.m.  





April 6 - 8 

MBPC Mission'sUpdate 

The Mission Committee and members of congregation participated 
in Rise Against Hunger, a project in which they packed food for 
shipment to hungry people.  The event took place February 12 at 

Canterbury United Methodist Church



February 24, 2019

The Boy Scout Law: 

A Scout is Trustworthy, Loyal, 

Helpful, Friendly, Courteous, Kind, 

Obedient, Cheerful, Thrifty, Brave, 

Clean, and Reverent.

Boy Scout Troop 320 

Scoutmaster:  Frank Tynes 

Cub Scout Pack 320 

Cubmaster:  Dave Caskey 



February 12, 2018

MBPC Preschool's new 

playground has been ordered. 

 

Coming late Spring 2019! 

 

 

MBPC Preschool Uddate



Big Tent 2019 Dates and 
Location Announced

Baltimore, Maryland has been selected as the location for Big Tent 
2019. The event will be held August 1-3 at the adjacent downtown 

Radisson and Lord Baltimore Hotels. 
 
 
 
 
 

Announced today by Diane Moffett, Executive Director of 
Presbyterian Mission Agency, and J. Herbert Nelson, II, Stated Clerk 
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), organizers say that by meeting 
in the city where the 224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) will be held the following year (2020), the 
educational and missional gathering will continue the tradition 

established in 2017 of introducing Presbyterians to the host city. 
 

Big Tent began in 2009 as a way to join several distinct Presbyterian 
conferences into one event. It has met variously at hotel and 

convention centers, and most recently on the college campuses of 
the University of Tennessee in Knoxville (2015) and Washington 

University in St. Louis (2017). 
 

The downtown Baltimore location offers “the most affordable and 
comfortable accommodations for individuals and families who want to 

attend the event,” according to Tom Hay, Associate Stated Clerk, 
Director of Assembly Operations. 

 

Baltimore selected as host city in advance of General Assembly 224


