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The MBPC Texter  
… get into scripture – an ancient form 

of text messaging 
         Issue 10                             Lectionary Year C 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019: Ash Wednesday 

 

 
 

 
 Selected scripture readings for the upcoming Sunday are cited below and full texts 

follow these citations.    

  Sunday, March 10, 2019                           1st Sunday in Lent 

 

 

 Old Testament Reading  

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

First Fruits and Tithes 

 

 

 Gospel Reading 

 Luke 4: 1-13 (sermon text) 

 The Temptation of Jesus 

 

 

 
 

  Deuteronomy 26:1-11  

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you… 

 

      When you have come into the land  

      that the LORD your God is giving you  

      as an inheritance to possess,  

      and you possess it, and settle in it,  

      you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground,  

      which you harvest from the land  

      that the LORD your God is giving you,  

      and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place  

      that the LORD your God will choose  

      as a dwelling for his name. 

      You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time,  

      and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God  

      that I have come into the land  
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      that the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 

      When the priest takes the basket from your hand  

      and sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God,  

      you shall make this response before the LORD your God:  

     “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor;  

     he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien,  

     few in number, and there he became a great nation,  

     mighty and populous.  

     When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, 

     by imposing hard labor on us, 

    we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors;  

    the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction,  

    our toil, and our oppression. 

    The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand  

    and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power,  

    and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this place and gave us this land,  

    a land flowing with milk and honey.  

    So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.”  

    You shall set it down before the LORD your God  

    and bow down before the LORD your God. 

    Then you, together with the Levites  

    and the aliens who reside among you,  

    shall celebrate with all the bounty 

    that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 

 

 

 Luke 4:1-13  

    

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 

wilderness,… 

 

      Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,  

      returned from the Jordan and was led  

      by the Spirit in the wilderness,  

      where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.  

      He ate nothing at all during those days,  

      and when they were over, he was famished. 

      The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,  

      command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” 

      Jesus answered him, “It is written,  

      ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” 

      Then the devil led him up and showed him  
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      in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 

      And the devil said to him,  

      “To you I will give their glory and all this authority;  

      for it has been given over to me,  

      and I give it to anyone I please. 
 

      If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 
 

      Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

  ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

      and serve only him.’” 

     Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, 

     and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,  

     saying to him, “If you are the Son of God,  

     throw yourself down from here, 
10 

for it is written, 

  ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

      to protect you,’ and 

  ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

     so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” 

    Jesus answered him, “It is said,  

    ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

    When the devil had finished every test, 

    he departed from him until an opportune time. 

  

 
 

 

 

Read more…. 
  An Introduction to Deuteronomy 

   Deuteronomy 26: First Fruits and Other Festivals 

  The Temptation of Jesus according to Luke    

 

An Introduction to Deuteronomy  
 Deuteronomy is the fifth book of the Bible and last of the law books or Torah.  The 

book gets its name from two Greek words that mean “second law” because it repeats 

laws, such as the Ten Commandments, written in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers. 

Deuteronomy also contains many new rules that the Israelites were supposed to follow.   

Deuteronomy continues the story of God’s people wandering in the desert. It tells how 

Moses finally had to give up leadership to Joshua and send the people on their journey 

without him.  Because Moses was their greatest hero and law giver, all except the last of 

its 34 chapters is written as if it were a long goodbye speech Moses gave to people just 

before they entered the Promised Land. Chapter 34 tells of Moses’ death and legacy.  
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Written about 650 B.C. and after the northern kingdom of Israel was conquered by the 

Assyrians, Deuteronomy was lost for many years. In Chapters 22 and 23 of 2
nd

 Kings, we 

read how it was found when the Temple in Jerusalem was being repaired in 621 B.C. The 

discovery of these scrolls helped King Josiah and the people to change some of their 

sinful ways and return to the right way of living.  

 For children… Read about Moses’ farewell speech on page 90 of the Children’s 

Bible in 365 Stories, “Moses Says Goodbye.”   When telling the story of Moses and the 

Exodus to children, consider ending with Moses climbing Mt. Pisgah and looking from 

this peak across into the Promised Land.     

  
Deuteronomy 26: First Fruits and Other Festivals 
 The first scripture reading on March 10, 2019 instructs the people to take some of 

the “first fruits” harvested from the land, place it in a basket, and take it to the Lord’s 

dwelling place (26:2).  This passage describes events which take place during the Festival 

of Weeks, one of the three major pilgrimage festivals celebrated by ancient Jews – 

Passover; the Festival of Weeks or Pentecost; and the Festival of Booths or Tabernacles – 

the origins of which are described in Deuteronomy 16. Descriptions of these three 

festivals in Deuteronomy also contain language implying that all people living nearby – 

men, women, slaves, strangers, orphans, and widows – were welcome to participate.   

 

 Passover commemorates God’s deliverance of the Jews from bondage under the 

Egyptian pharaoh. Death of the firstborn son – was the 10
th
 and last plague God 

imposed on the Egyptians and the plague that finally convinced Pharaoh to allow 

the Israelites to leave Egypt.  To ensure that the “angel of death” passed over and 

spared the first born in Israelite homes, Moses instructed families to take blood 

from a lamb without blemish and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of their 

homes (Exodus 12). Since ancient times the Jewish Passover feast has taken place 

in the spring. When Jesus was a 12-year-old boy, he traveled with his parents to 

Jerusalem for Passover and unbeknownst to his parents, remained behind in the 

Temple to talk with teachers about Jewish law (Luke 2:41-52).  Matthew 26 

connects it with the last meal Jesus shared with his disciples before his crucifixion. 

Thus, the Christian sacrament of the Lord’s Supper illustrates how deeply rooted 

Christianity is in the historic life and faith of the Jewish people. In 2019, the first 

day of Passover will occur on Good Friday, April 19
th
.  

 Festival of Weeks or Pentecost occurred seven weeks “after the sickle is first put 

into the standing grain” (Deuteronomy 16:9). In Jesus’ time, Pentecost occurred 7 

weeks or 50 days after the first day of Passover and was, then, more associated 

with Jewish history than with agriculture.  Acts 2 tells us that seven weeks (50 

days) after Jesus’ resurrection on the first Easter morning, a large number of Jesus’ 

followers were gathered in Jerusalem for the Pentecost festival and were filled with 

the Holy Spirit. 

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

 and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.   
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Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them” (Acts 2:2-3). 

After the Holy Spirit descended on the crowd, Acts 2 describes how Peter boldly 

addresses the assembled crowd announcing that God made him both Lord and 

Messiah” (Acts 2:36).  Then, Peter and the other disciples baptize these first 

Christians.  In 2019, Christians will celebrate Pentecost on Sunday, June 9 – seven 

Sundays after Easter. 

 

 Festival of Tabernacles or Booths was, in ancient times, Israel’s joyous, 

thanksgiving harvest festival, 

commemorating the ingathering from 

the threshing floor and the winepress. 

Its Hebrew name is Sukkot and its 

main distinctive ritual is the 

requirement to “dwell in booths” or 

tents commemorating God’s protection 

of the Israelites during their 

wanderings on the Sinai Peninsula. 

John 7 tells the story of Jesus traveling 

from Galilee to Jerusalem in secret for 

the Festival of Booths.   In 2019, Jews 

around the world will celebrate this 8-day festival from October 13-20. To the right 

is a photo of a Sukkot booth from the Internet. Booth walls can be made of any 

material but the roof should be made of plant material.  Several special meals 

during celebration of Sukkot take place in the booth.  Over the centuries and still 

today, many kinds of festivals with booths are celebrated, and these can serve as 

reminders of this ancient Jewish festival of both Old and New Testament times.   
 

For children:    These three pilgrimage festivals were such an important part of Jewish 

life in the times of Jesus.  Observant Jews living in the Roman provinces of Judea and 

Galilee, as well as those in other Palestinian regions, traveled walked long distances to 

Jerusalem and gathered on the Temple Mount. Connect the festivals to the stories of 

Jesus whenever the opportunity arises.  

  

 The Temptation of Jesus according to Luke and Deuteronomy 
 In considering Luke’s version of the temptation of Jesus by the devil, let’s 

remember how it is frequently the case that our Revised Common Lectionary’s passages 

from the Old Testament and from the New Testament (gospels) are once again related.  

Last week (March 3) the shining face of Moses in Exodus 34 connects with Jesus’ 

appearance to Peter and John, “his face changed and his clothes became dazzling white” 

(Luke 9:29).  For this upcoming Sunday (March 10), Jesus refutes the devil’s 3 

challenges by quoting scripture from Deuteronomy. 
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DEVIL: If you are the son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread. 

JESUS: One does not live by bread alone (Deuteronomy 8:3). 

DEVIL: Worship me and all the kingdoms of the world will be yours. 

JESUS: Worship the Lord your God and serve only him (Deuteronomy 6:13). 

DEVIL: If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from the pinnacle of the temple 

for the angels will protect you. 

JESUS: Do not put the Lord your God to a test (Deuteronomy 6:16). 

 

 

 


