


But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children.  And because you are 

children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"  So you are no longer a 

slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  Galatians 4:4-7 (NRSV) 

In this week between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, Amanda and I have been blessed with a 

visit by our son, Lee, who lives in Washington, D.C., with our daughter-in-law, Jen, and our 

granddaughter, Amzi.  Jen and Amzi were not able to be here, and we miss them, but we really have 

enjoyed having Lee with us for a few days.  Your family members, too, have been visiting over the 

holidays, and it’s fun when I get to meet them at our special services this time of year.  I know you 

even better when I also know your families.  For better or worse (usually, for better) our families are 

part of who we are. 

Surely Paul had family closeness in mind when he used this illustration in his letter to the churches in 

Galatia.  Paul asserts that, through the grace of God’s son Jesus Christ, we are “adopted” into the 

family of God.  Jesus is our brother.  God is our father, to whom we may talk as any child would talk 

to their father.  Of course, if we are brothers and sisters of Jesus, then we are all in the same family.  

Each of us are brother or sister to one another.   

Those who study churches often categorize them as “family-size” (under 75 average Sunday 

attendance), “pastoral-size” (76-140), “transitional-size” (141-224), “program-size” (225-800), or 

“resource-size” (800+).  Theologically, however, we all are family churches because we are all 

brothers and sisters. 

When the Spirit is present in a church—as it is in ours—it feels like “family” when we are together.  

We enjoy communal meals.  We worship and pray together.  We care for one another.  I wonder how 

many folks right around our church may not have a feeling of “family” in their lives.  I think of an 

older person whose spouse has died and whose family has moved away.  I think of persons who are 

divorced and lonely.  Even intact families can miss being a part of a larger, extended “family” like a 

church. 

What we offer as a church family is a community of common concern and care.  Every human being 

needs community in order to be healthy.  Life has no satisfaction when we are cut off from those 

around us.  Love is community relationship in action, and we love others because Jesus first loved us.  

Jesus has created our community—and not just for our use and enjoyment.  Our Christian family 

should always be inviting others to join.   





 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:15 Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
11:00 Worship 
 

2 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
Office Closed 

3 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
9:15 Lectionary 
Light 
 
10:30 Preschool 
Chapel  

4  
5:30 Christian 
Home, Grace 
Notes Choir,  
Joyful Ringers 
6:00 Dinner 
6:30 Evening 
Programs 
7:30 Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

5 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

6 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 

7 

8 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:15 Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
11:00 Worship  
with Epiphany  
Processional  
 

9 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 

10 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
9:15 Lectionary 
Light 
 
10:30 Preschool 
Chapel  

11 
5:30 Christian 
Home, Grace 
Notes Choir,  
Joyful Ringers 
6:00 Dinner 
6:30 Evening 
Programs 
7:30 Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

12 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

13 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 

14 

15 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:15 Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
11:00 Worship 
5:00 Session  
Meeting  

16 
Martin  
Luther King 
Jr. Day 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
 

17 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
9:15 Lectionary 
Light 
10:30 Preschool 
Chapel  
11:00 Worship 
Committee 

18 
5:30 Christian 
Home, Grace 
Notes Choir,  
Joyful Ringers 
6:00 Dinner 
6:30 Evening 
Programs 
7:30 Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

19 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

20 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 

21 

22 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:15 Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
11:00 Worship 

23 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
10:00 Chancel 
Guild Meeting 
6:30 Phi Mu 
Step Sing 
Practice 

24 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
9:15 Lectionary 
Light 
10:30 Preschool 
Chapel  

25 
5:30 Christian 
Home, Grace 
Notes Choir,  
Joyful Ringers 
6:00 Dinner 
6:30 Evening 
Programs 
7:30 Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 

26 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
10:00 Bible 
Study 

27 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 

28 
 
10:00 
Phi Mu 
Step 
Sing  
Practice 
Hall  

29 
 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:15 Chancel Choir 
Rehearsal 
11:00 Worship 

30 
 
8:00 Body 
Works 
 
6:30 Phi Mu 
Step Sing 
Practice 

31 
8:00 Body 
Works 
9:15 Lectionary 
Light 
6:30 Phi Mu 
Step Practice  

    











A FINANCIAL NOTE REGARDING 

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS 

 Historically December is the month in which a significant amount of contributions 

are received. This is easily explained as many donors make large contributions in 

December to fulfill their pledge or commitment for the year. But with the hectic holiday 

season, sometimes the year end arrives without their pledge being fulfilled.  

 The IRS has certain guidelines in accepting year end donations. First, that if the 

check is mailed, it must be postmarked before the end of the year. Second, that if the 

check is delivered to the church, it must be received by the 31st of December.  

Please help the church keep in good standing with the IRS by observing these 

guidelines. 















Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church 

Session Summary 

November 13, 2016 

 

The Moderator, Rev. Lant Davis, opened the meeting at 5:00 pm.  

 

Scott Miklic gave the devotion followed by the opening prayer. 

 

Elders present for the meeting were Jane Carmichael, Scott Miklic, Rosh Plugge, Bob Dudelston, Carroll Barrett, 

and Frank Minter.  Frank Semmes and Nancy Harper were excused. 

 

A quorum was present. Dick Trueb was granted the privilege of the floor. 

 

 Clerk’s Report 

  The session minutes of October 9, 2016, were approved. 

  The Clerk read a letter from Presbyterian Home for Children thanking us for a contribution to their work. 

  A request for transfer from Louis O’hara Joiner and Gaye Lynn Joyner to Salisbury Presbyterian Church 

was received. A motion was made to restore them to the active role and also approve the transfer. The motion 

was approved. 

  A discussion of plans for confirming the church rolls and publication of a current Directory was held. The 

Role will be divided into active members, baptized members, and associate members. The Directory will also 

include “Friends of the Church” and Staff with the appropriate designation.  

  The Clerk reported that the current membership on his records is 205 and that will be compared to the 

Role as held in the Office.   

 

Ministry Team Reports 

Education 

 Carroll Barrett provided a written report but did not request any action items. 

 

Personnel 

  There was nothing to report. 

 

Building and Grounds 

  Dick Trueb reported that Central Heating and Cooling will begin work on November 15, 2016 to replace 

the HVAC (heating and cooling system). The Session affirmed the email approval of $120,000 for the 

replacement.  

  A motion was made and approved the $30,000 remaining cost of the project, including $4,300 for the 

Administrative building heating and cooling and a small contingency allowance. 

  It was noted that funds are available for temporary use of about $135,000 from Trustee account and an 

Investment account.  

  The Session authorized the officers of the Corporation to sign the contract using the reserve funds 

temporarily. It now appears that a capital campaign to restore those funds will be unnecessary as gifts have 

been promised by members of the congregation for this major capital expenditure. 

  It was noted that the Contract will be substantially in form as that circulated at the November Session 

meeting. The Contract has been reviewed by Joe Spransy and Frank Semmes. 

  The old boiler and furnace will be removed after Christmas, likely 12/27/16 due Christmas activities and 

a wedding on December 17, 2016. 

 

Finance 

 The receipt of the financial report was noted 

 A motion was made and approved to add $ 20,000 to the Building and Grounds year to date budget. The 

$20,000 received from the preschool had been added to revenues but not the annual budget. 

  

 
 



Worship 

  Nancy Harper’s written report advised that decorating for Advent will take place after worship on 

November 20, 2016. The Hanging of the Green will take place the first Sunday of Advent November 27, 2016 

  The Chancel Guild will meet on November 28, 2016 for installation of officers and commissioning of new 

members. There will be a vote on the by-laws previously presented at the September meeting. 

 

Missions 

  20 boxes for Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Ministry were packed after worship on November 13, 2016. 

Additional boxes were provided to the preschool and church members to be packed. During December, we will 

ask members to purchase Angel Tree Gift Cards at Walmart for $25 for the children of incarcerated adults. 

 

Stewardship 
 The current status of the Pledge Campaign was reported. We are ahead of last year at this time. If we receive 

pledge cards from those who pledged last year we will be close to our anticipated budget. 

 Rev. Lant and Frank Minter plan to write letters to every pledge person thanking them for their financial 

support of the church. Frank will also write personal letters to everyone who pledged last year but as yet not this 

year.  

 

Preschool 

 A motion was made and approved for the preschool to install a “Little Free Library” in the preschool area. 

 A motion was made and approved for the preschool to sell fruit as a fundraiser. 

 

Shades Valley Task Force 
 The Session discussed and approved MBPC joining the Presbytery and other churches in the Pneumatic 

Adaptive Change Congregation Application. It was felt that with Shades Valley as one off the churches it would 

assist both churches to move forward with discussions concerning a possible merger. Each church will select 6-8 

members to serve on this group. 

 Miles Silabee, CFO of Retail Specialists, who advised Shades Valley about the value of their property, has 

offered to do the same for us, again at no fee. 

 

Information Task Force 

  The Session discussed the revised proposal for Crabtree Computer Services, Inc. to install total hardware, 

software, and cable wireless services. A motion was made to approve this work at a cost of $16,700. This cost 

can be charged to the Major Capital Maintenance Account. Bob Dudelston offered to consult with Norton 

Montague as to whether this expense could use available funds in the Special Church Support Account.  

  There will be a monthly charge for managed services of $500. Discussions have been held with the 

preschool to allocate this cost based on the number of computers used. 

 

Moderator’s Report 

  Rev. Lant reported that it now appears that a capital campaign will be unnecessary because due to proposed 

significant contributions from a number of members. (See also the comment under Building and Grounds 

concerning the HVAC system). 

  A Saturday retreat will be planned in January for the session members.   

  Turner Batson, the firm that designed the church, is being consulted for possible renovation ideas.  This will 

be a free service. The Session identified a number members to serve on this renovation team. 

  The new directory is taking shape with the help of Sally Gregson, Carroll Barrett, Sue Wellman and Lant 

Davis. The directory would be further categorized by a) active members, b) inactives, c) baptized members, d) 

other participants, and d) others. 

 

There being no further business, Rev. Davis adjourned us with a prayer  

 

Clerk 

Frank Minter 


