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Lant's Lines

A Message from our Pastor

         As I write this message, we have just finished 
providing “ashes to go” to the preschool teachers, parents 
in the car pool line, and ladies in the exercise group.   
This was a practice that Rev. Lydia Casey began last year 
while she was your transitional pastor.  It was so well
received that we continued it.  Again this year folks 
seemed to appreciate even thirty seconds’ worth of time 
to humble themselves before God and to pray for 
forgiveness.                   
                                                          (continued on next page) 

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to 
be tempted by the devil.   

He fasted forty days and forty nights, 
and afterwards he was famished.   

The tempter came . . . .” Matthew 4:1-3 (NRSV)



      And so today, Ash Wednesday, begins our Lenten journey of forty 
days (excluding Sundays) until Easter and the celebration of Jesus’ 
resurrection.  Our forty-day period, of course, is based on the forty 
days of Jesus’ own deprivation and temptation in the wilderness.  In 
the passage from Matthew quoted above, it is perhaps surprising that 
it was the Holy Spirit who led Jesus to be tempted.  But could it have 
been any other way?  If Jesus had not been subject to the same 
temptations that we face, then he would not truly have taken on our 
humanity.  His sinless life then would have demonstrated his divinity 
but would not have shown him to be one of us—human.  As we know 
from the continuation of the story, the temptations with which the 
devil attacked Jesus were tailor-made for the Son of God in human 
form; Jesus was urged to display his divinity and to ditch his humility 
before God—his humanity. 

      During Lent we examine ourselves, asking whether there are ways 
we have succumbed to temptation, falling short of God’s dreams for 
our lives.  Surely the devil knows how to tailor his attacks for each of 
us individually, and unlike Jesus we sometimes buckle. 

      I’m told that in his book, The Last Temptation of Christ, Nikos 
Kazantzakis imagines how Jesus would have been tempted, especially 
as the threats against him began to grow, to turn away from the Cross 
and to live a normal, peaceful life.  This temptation—to be “just” a 
human and to resist God’s challenging call—in a sense would have 
been the opposite of the earlier temptations in the wilderness.  Maybe 
we Christians face the same temptation—to be like everyone else, to 
avoid the road of sacrifice and travail, and to deny that as humans we 
have a special calling from God.  Jesus warned us that if we are to be 
his followers, we, too, must take up our crosses.  What does a cross 
look like in 21st century America?  During this year’s Lenten season, 
may the Holy Spirit help us answer that question and give us the 
strength to follow where Jesus leads. 
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Ash Wednesday  
march 1, 2017

 
* Pancake Supper Fundraiser: 6:00 p.m 

 
*Worship Service: 7:00 p.m. 

Menu for 3/1/17 
A donation of $5 per 

person (or more if you 
wish) is suggested. 

Pancakes 
Bacon 
Grits 
Eggs 

Cinnamon rolls for desert







Join us this summer as we investigate the amazing world 
around us. From deep in the earth to outer space, we will put 
on our detective hats, grab our magnifying glasses and get up 
close to the mysteries all around! Through art, music,science, 

math and of course tons of fun, we will explore our world 
with our wonderful team of teachers.   

Join us for our specials event days, such as water days, 
archaeology digs, field trips (ages 5 & up), 

space jumpies and more!





Help Us Ease Our 
"Window Pane"

I’m sure you have all seen lots of projects underway or 

completed around the church. With the new heating and 

ventilation systems our energy consumption is about to 

plummet. However, some of our windows are in bad shape 

and leaking cold air. Previously the Property Team replaced all 

the windows in the office building with double pane, aluminum 

sash windows. 

If we were to replace the 19 windows in the south side of the 

fellowship hall and the 4 in the kitchen, with aluminum sash, 

we’d be set for a long time with energy efficient and 

maintenance free windows. 

The Property Committee invites for the congregation to 

participate in this 23 window replacement project. If individuals 

or families would sign up to pay for just one $399 replacement 

window, the Property Team would take care of the installation. 

Just send in your check or put it in the offering plate, marked 

“Windows”. If you want to honor or memorialize your gift 

window, just let the office know; it is tax deductible. We will 

place plaques designating the window gifts "in honor of" or "in 

memory of" the person of your choosing. 







February 
26, 2017

Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church recognized Pack 
320 and Troop 320  on Scout Sunday  at the 11:00 a.m. 
service. Troop 320 scouts acted as readers for the 
church service and Pack 320 Cub Scouts assisted 
collecting the Offering. 
Twenty-three Boy Scouts and twelve adult leaders 
attended from Boy Scout Troop 320.  Four Cub Scouts 
and three adult leaders represented Cub Scout Pack
320. It was a good service. The scouts had a great time. 
They especially liked the reception. 
                   -By Historian Troop 320 Scout Zac Hecker 



Work Day Photos 
2/4/17



Information

Easter Lilies 
As in years past, we will be ordering Easter Lilies to place in the

sanctuary in memory of or in honor of loved ones for Easter Sunday. 
The order forms will go out soon, once the prices have been determined. 

We will include the forms as an insert in a Sunday bulletin. 
Forms will also be available in the office and on a table in the narthex. 

Holy Week Schedule
April 9 - Palm Sunday Luncheon after Worship 

April 13 - Maundy Thursday Worship Service at 7 p.m. 
April 14 - Good Friday Worship Service at 12 noon 

April 16 - Easter Sunday: 
"Sunrise" Service at 9 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. 
Children's Activity at 10:15 a.m. 

Worship at 11 a.m.  
  



Opening: 

Moderator, Rev. Lant Davis, opened the meeting at 5:00 with a devotional from Ephesians 2 and an opening 

prayer. 

The absence of Norton Montague, who is on a mission trip to Honduras, was excused.  The clerk declared the 

existence of quorum.  No one besides session members sought the privilege of the of the floor.  The agenda was 

accepted. 

Clerk’s Report 

The minutes of the session’s meeting on Jan. 15, 2017, were approved as written. 

Correspondence 

- Thank you note from Presbyterian Home for Children for the church’s gift in the amount of $2,000.   

- Packets for the Main Event sponsored by Presbytery of Shepards and Lapsley were distributed. Members were 

encouraged to attend any or all of the workshops being held at Independent Presbyterian Church February 24 and 

25, 2017. 

- The summary of 2016 giving to the Presbytery of Shepards and Lapsley was received and noted. 

Membership 

Karla Archer, who has been attending the church with her children for more than a year, joined the meeting and 

requested the session to receive her as a new member by re-affirmation of faith and to enroll her as an active 

member and her children—Quinn, Abby, Seamus, and Declan Porter—as baptized members.  Session members 

introduced themselves and noted their areas of responsibility and then invited Karla to talk about her faith 

journey.  She re-affirmed her faith in Jesus Christ in the presence of the session members.  Upon motion duly 

made, seconded, and carried, she was accepted as an active member and her children as baptized members.  They 

will be introduced to the church family on February 21.  Session members offered a prayer of thanksgiving, and 

Karla departed from the meeting. 

Ministry Team Reports: 

Education 

Catherine Carter

- Suggested incentives to preschool to encourage parents to become members of MBPC. (Referred Preschool 

Committee). 

- Suggested erecting basketball goals and nuts for volleyball poles (Referred to building and grounds). 

- Presented a list of educational opportunities and calendar of special dates. (Included with the written minutes of 

the Education Team). 

Personnel 

Frank Semmes reported no changes.  

Session Summary: February 12, 2017



Building and Grounds 

Scott Miklic 

- Work Day was a great success. The Boy Scouts helped. 

- Motion made and carried to authorize the officers of the church to sign the proposal from Oxford Construction, 

LLC, dated February 8, 2017 in the approximate amount of $20,000, with the expenses of the work performed 

by Oxford Construction to be paid out of the Major Capital Improvements Fund (1-8128). 

- Motion made and carried to replace in part the expenditure from the Major Capital Improvements Fund for the 

Oxford project with the proceeds of a fundraising campaign giving the congregation, pre-school, and anyone 

else the opportunity to “sponsor” a window in exchange for a gift of $400 cash. 

Worship 

Nancy Harper 

- Communion was served to the congregation February 5 and to homebound members on February 8, including 

Clara Horton, Dot McCraney, and Jane Patton. Nancy Harper and Lant, who served home Communion also 

visited with Corinnan England. 

- Scout Sunday is scheduled for February 26. 

- A motion was made and approved for pancake supper fundraiser by the youth to finance their summer trip to 

Montreat preceding Ash Wednesday service on March 1, 2017. 

- Plans were shared for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday (6 p.m. service), Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday 

services including Sunrise Service and breakfast at 7 a.m. 

Finance 

Bob Dudelston 

- Motion made and passed to receive the financial report of January 31, 2017.

- Motion made and passed enabling resolutions for accounts with Morgan Stanley; resolutions were in the form 

required by forms from Morgan Stanley, which were distributed as a part of the session packet. 

- Bob Dudelston stated that finances are “in the black,” with no accumulated deficit. 

Missions 

Drew Spransy 

- Our church has been asked by Ralls Coston, the presbytery’s volunteer mission coordinator, to help fund a 

Habitat for Humanity house that will be built in the name of the presbytery.  The session referred this matter to 

the Mission Committee for a recommendation. 

Stewardship 

Norton Montague—no report. 

. . . 

PneuMatrix 

Frank Semmes and Rev. Davis 

- Scheduled meeting for February 16, 7:30 at Shades Mountain Presbyterian Church. 



Information and Technology Task Force 

Lant Davis 

- Work nearly complete with Charter. 

- Following Charter work, Crabtree Computer (our IT consultants) will begin work of installing wi-fi firewall, 

new server, etc. 

Moderators Report 

- Information on recent actions at the national level of Boy Scouts of America. No action taken. 

Old Business 

- Motion made and approved of the schedule for communion for 2017 (first Sunday of the month and Maundy 

Thursday). 

- Motion made and carried for the election of an assistant clerk (Nancy Harper), and Assistant Treasurers 

(Norton Montague and Dick Trueb). 

- Motion made and carried for election of corporate officers; Scott Miklic, President, Frank Semmes, Vice- 

president, Bob Dudelston, Treasurer, and Judi Huddleston, Secretary. 

- Motion made and carried to appoint Frank Minter to provide a “full review of all financial books and records” 

of the church in accordance with the Book of Order, section G-3.0113. 

- Motion made and carried to ratify the 2016 Annual Statistical Report to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

- Motion made and carried to remove 16 names from membership, as follows: Diane Averyt, Debbie Balmos, 

Courtney Copeland, David Copeland, Jordan Copeland, Virginia Copeland, Hillary Esco, Margaret Morrison, 

Kevin Ogle, Elena Phillips, Gregory Rollins, Stephanie Rollins, George Smith, Meagan Westbrook, Christopher 

Young, Katy Young, . 

- In an earlier meeting the session asked the Endowment Management Committee to consider paying the cost of 

Crabtree Computer Services to install the new IT equipment at the church—approximately $16,741.97.  Pending 

a decision by the Endowment Management Committee, the session authorized payment to Crabtree of the first 

installment of 50% (then due) from the Major Capital Repair Fund (#1-8128).  The Endowment Management 

Committee has now approved the payment of the Crabtree bill from the Special Church Support Endowment 

Fund (#1-8904).  Upon motion made and approved, the session authorized the reimbursement, from the Special 

Church Support Endowment Fund, of the Major Capital Repair Fund for amounts previously paid to Crabtree 

and the payment of the remaining portion of the $16,741.97, when due, from the Special Church Support 

Endowment Fund. 

Adjournment 

The Moderator adjourned with a prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Judi Huddleston, Clerk of Session Lant Davis, Moderator 


