
COVID-19 UPDATE 

March 15, 2020 

To the Congregation of Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Today the session of our church met to consider our church’s response to the COVID-19 

pandemic.  We took due note of the actions of other organizations, such as the public schools, 

public attractions, entertainment venues, and athletic teams, as well as advice that we have 

received from within our own denomination, specifically, the Presbytery of Sheppards and 

Lapsley, of which we are a part.  We had the benefit of advice from health professionals, as well 

as information publicly available from the Alabama Department of Public Health and the United 

States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. We prayed for God’s guidance, and we 

considered our ethical responsibilities as Christians.  Based on all this, the session has made the 

following decisions, which are effective immediately and indefinitely: 

All face-to-face activities are cancelled.  This includes worship services, choir practice, 

Sunday school, Bible studies, Wednesday night dinners and activities, Chancel Guild, and 

committee meetings. 

Members of the congregation are encouraged to continue worshipping in their homes.  Worship 

aids may be found in many church hymnals and on the website of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) [www.pcusa.org].  An application with services for daily prayer, as well as the rotating 

biblical texts from the daily lectionary can be downloaded for iPhones and Android devices.  (In 

the applicable app store, search for “Daily Prayer PC(USA).”  The app is free.)  

The session has asked me to explore preparing a sermon or lesson each week that will be 

distributed as an audio or audio/visual file or on YouTube.  I will be working out the details of 

this with members of our church staff who are more technologically savvy than I.  Once we 

figure this out, we will notify the congregation on our website and by email.  In addition, 

Spencer Bissell plans to send out suggestions of activities for children to be done at home. 

Other local Presbyterian churches have services that are “live streamed” or are available on the 

radio.  Reportedly, these include the following: 

 Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church (Trussville, AL) 

 First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham 

(fpcbhm.org) https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm59pGZhOll64Teek5d9pwg) 

 Independent Presbyterian Church (Birmingham, AL) (ipc-usa.org) 

 South Highland Presbyterian Church (Birmingham, AL) 

(http://www.southhighland.org/news/listen-live); also WXJC FM 101.1/AM 850 

 Southminster Presbyterian Church (Birmingham, AL) (southminsterpcusa.org) 

 The MBPC Preschool is following the policies of the Mountain Brook Public Schools, 

which are now closed until April 6, at least. 

http://www.pcusa.org/
http://fpcbhm.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCm59pGZhOll64Teek5d9pwg
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http://southminsterpcusa.org/


The Cub Scouts have cancelled den and pack meetings until further notice.  The Boy Scouts have 

not yet announced a decision. 

The Ladies Exercise Group that meets in the Fellowship Hall has cancelled its meetings until 

further notice. 

We have two more weddings scheduled—one in April and one in May.  I will be in touch with 

the families to decide with them whether, and on what basis, they want to proceed with those 

events. 

Office and music employees of the church will continue to receive their compensation and will 

be given the choice whether to work from home or to come to the church.  I will continue to 

work at the office, on my normal schedule unless I need to leave for pastoral calls and other 

church business.  If you call the church office and no one answers, please leave a voice mail 

message for one of us; and we will call you back. 

During this time of challenge, we want to be sure that all our church members receive pastoral 

care.  The session has asked that we divide the list of our member and participant families 

among members of the session so that everyone knows whom to call in the event there is a need 

for help.  The session would be glad to have the help of others who are willing to stay in touch 

with a subset of the congregation.  Please let the church office know if you are able and willing 

to do this.  Please stand by to be notified of the person who is your contact at the church.  Of 

course, I will be available to any member of the congregation who calls.  My home telephone 

number is (205) 637-1290. 

Much of our communication will come to you in the form of emails.  If you are not receiving 

emails from the church, that may mean that we do not have your email address or the one we 

have is incorrect.  Please be in contact with the church office or email Melissa Hall at 

mhall@mbpcusa.org if you suspect that our information needs to be updated. 

Finally, we acknowledge that our care should extend beyond our own membership.  If you 

become aware of particular needs outside our congregation, please make the church office aware 

of this, and we will consider whether we can be of assistance. 

During worship this morning, we considered an Old Testament text that emphasizes the 

importance of keeping faith in God, especially when times are hard.  I think we all agreed 

that this COVID-19 crisis could be an occasion of powerful Christian witness as we all 

consider how we personally can help others who are adversely affected by the pandemic. 

May the peace of Christ dwell in you richly! 

Faithfully, 

Lant B. Davis, Pastor 
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