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Reading 1
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions,

prayers, intercession and thanksgiving

be made for all people— 2 for kings and

all those in authority, that we may live

peaceful and quiet lives in all

godliness and holiness. 3 This is good,

and pleases God our Savior, 4 who

wants all people to be saved and to

come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For

there is one God and one

mediator between God and mankind,

the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave

himself as a ransom for all people. This

has now been witnessed to at the

proper time. 7 And for this purpose I

was appointed a herald and an apostle

—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—

and a true and faithful teacher of the

Gentiles.

ABOUT THE READING

The first assignment the Apostle Paul

gave to Timothy in regard to the

church at Ephesus was to correct the

teaching, which had begun to drift

from the apostolic revelation into

controversial areas that were

destructive to faith. Timothy was to

set that straight, using Paul as his

model. He was also to stress the need

for obedience -- that people actually

do what they teach. That is always the

first step toward vitality in a

Christian's experience.

In Chapter 2 of First Timothy we now

come to the second assignment the

apostle gave to Timothy, and that is to

set in order the public worship of the

assembly in Ephesus. That is a 
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relevant subject for us, because that

is why we come together every

Sunday morning. Public worship is a

very revealing indication of what is

going on in a church.

 

This verse it can be broken down into

its integral parts.

"...supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and giving of thanks..."

 "Supplication" is simply asking for

something. Prayer should never be all

asking, but it should ask in bold

confidence from God’s Word.

"Prayers" is a broad word, referring to

all communication with the Lord.

"Intercessions" refer to the requests

we make on behalf of others. As we

pray, there should be time when the

needs of other find a place in our

prayer before God’s throne.

"Giving of thanks" is an essential part

of our walk with God. Those who lack

a basic sense of gratitude in their lives

lack a basic Christian virtue.

 "For kings and all who are in

authority, that we may lead a quiet

and peaceable life in all godliness and

reverence."

"For kings and all who are in

authority" Early Christians were often

accused of undermining the state

because they claimed a higher Lord

other than Caesar Augustus and the

other emperors. Yet they would point

out that they supported the state by

being good citizens and by praying for

the emperor, not to him.

 

Our passage  concludes with the

concepts of salvation and atonement.

God, our Savior, “desires everyone to

be saved and come to the knowledge

of the truth” (2:4). For Christians, such

knowledge refers to the story of Jesus

Christ as the 

Gospels tell it. This is the truth, and

therefore the Gospel according to

John calls Jesus the “truth” (14:6).

The story of Jesus comprises not only

the events of his life, but also his

crucifixion. Yet how can the death of

Jesus have saving significance?

 

The words of 1 Timothy 2:6 state that

Jesus “gave himself a ransom for all.”

In a similar fashion, Mark writes that “

... the Son of Man came not to be

served but to serve, and to give his

life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).

A phrase like this articulates salvation

through Jesus Christ as redemption,

which can be seen as a sub-category

of atonement. It assumes that

humans carry a debt that cannot

simply be canceled but must be paid

in full. 

This can then lead us to ask one

question that even those at Ephesus

who heard Timothy would ask

themselves: 

How, then, can they achieve

redemption?

 

A Wisdom of Mr Rogers

“I’m fairly convinced 
that the Kingdom of God

 is for the broken-hearted. 
You write of

‘powerlessness.’ 
Join the club, we are not

in control. God is.”

For those who might not know Mr. Rogers:
Born on March 20, 1928, in Latrobe,
Pennsylvania, Fred Rogers was a

puppeteer and ordained Presbyterian
minister who became the host of the TV
program Mister Rogers' Neighborhood.
With a degree in music composition, he
wrote 200 songs for the show, including
the theme, "It's a Beautiful Day in this
Neighborhood." He was honored with

numerous awards and accolades for his
dedication to children via television.



And if you have not been

trustworthy with someone else’s

property, who will give you

property of your own?13 “No one

can serve two masters. Either you

will hate the one and love the

other, or you will be devoted to the

one and despise the other. You

cannot serve both God and

money.”

ABOUT THE TEXT

The Parable of the Unjust Steward

can be found in Luke 16:1–13. The

text can be broken down into two

parts: the parable (verses 1–8) and

the application (verses 9–13). Luke

16:1 identifies that Jesus is

speaking to His disciples, but there

is a suggestion that His audience is

mixed—disciples and

Pharisees. Luke 16:14 states that

the Pharisees “heard all these

things and ridiculed [Jesus].” We

also see in verse 1 that Jesus “also”

said to the disciples; the “also”

would suggest that this parable is

connected to the previous three

in Luke 15 and that the audience

was a mixed crowd of disciples and

Pharisees.

It is important to know to whom

Jesus is addressing this parable.

The parable is for the benefit of the

disciples, but there is also a not-so-

subtle critique of the Pharisees, as

was evident in Luke 15. Verse 14 is

Luke’s commentary on the

motivation of the Pharisees, and in

verse 15 we see our Lord condemn

their motives. And what was the

Pharisees’ motivation? They were

those who were “lovers of money”

and who “justify themselves before

men” and who exalted that which

was an “abomination before God.”

READING 2
LUKE 16:1-13

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a

rich man whose manager was accused

of wasting his possessions. 2 So he

called him in and asked him, ‘What is

this I hear about you? Give an account

of your management, because you

cannot be manager any longer.’3 “The

manager said to himself, ‘What shall I

do now? My master is taking away my

job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and

I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what

I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here,

people will welcome me into their

houses.’5 “So he called in each one of

his master’s debtors. He asked the

first, ‘How much do you owe my

master?’6 “‘Nine hundred

gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied.“The

manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit

down quickly, and make it four

hundred and fifty.’7 “Then he asked

the second, ‘And how much do you

owe?’“‘A thousand bushels[b] of

wheat,’ he replied.“He told him, ‘Take

your bill and make it eight

hundred.’8 “The master commended

the dishonest manager because he

had acted shrewdly. For the people of

this world are more shrewd in dealing

with their own kind than are the

people of the light. 9 I tell you, use

worldly wealth to gain friends for

yourselves, so that when it is gone,

you will be welcomed into eternal

dwellings.10 “Whoever can be trusted

with very little can also be trusted

with much, and whoever is dishonest

with very little will also be dishonest

with much. 11 So if you have not been

trustworthy in handling worldly

wealth, who will trust you with true

riches?



With that as a backdrop, let’s look

at the parable. It’s a fairly simple, if

somewhat unorthodox, parable

from Jesus. The story is simple, but

the setting is unusual. In most of

Jesus’ parables, the protagonist is

either representative of God, Christ,

or some other positive character. In

this parable the characters are all

wicked—the steward and the man

whose possessions he manages are

both unsavory characters. This

should alert us to the fact that

Jesus is not exhorting us to

emulate the behavior of the

characters but is trying to expound

on a larger principle.

 

At this point I would recommend

rereading the verse to familiarize

yourself with the actions and

interactions of the master and the

steward.

 

In His application of the story in the

remaining verses, Jesus begins by

saying, “For the sons of this world

are more shrewd in dealing with

their own generation than the sons

of light” (Luke 16:8). Jesus is

drawing a contrast between the

“sons of the world” (i.e.,

unbelievers) and the “sons of light”

(believers). Unbelievers are wiser in

the things of this world than

believers are about the things of

the world to come. The unjust

steward, once he knew he was

about to be put out, maneuvered to

put others’ debt to himself. He did

so by cheating his master (who

more than likely was cheating his

customers). He made friends of his

master’s debtors who would then

be obligated to care for him once

he lost his job.What does this have 

to do with believers being wise

about the life to come? Let’s look at

verse 9: “And I tell you, make

friends for yourselves by means of

unrighteous wealth, so that when it

fails they may receive you into the

eternal dwellings.” Jesus is

encouraging His followers to be

generous with their wealth in this

life so that in the life to come their

new friends will receive them “into

eternal dwellings.” This is similar to

Jesus’ teaching on wealth in the

Sermon on the Mount where Jesus

exhorts His followers to lay up

treasures in heaven (Matthew 6:19–

21).The

term unrighteous (or worldly) weal

h seems to strike readers the wrong

way. But Jesus is not saying that

believers should gain wealth

unrighteously and then be

generous with it. Wealth is not

inherently evil, but the love of

money can lead to all sorts of sin (1

Timothy 6:10).So, the principle that

Jesus is trying to convey is one of a

just steward rather than an unjust

one. The unjust steward saw his

master’s resources as a means for

his own personal enjoyment and

advancement. Conversely, Jesus

wants His followers to be just,

righteous stewards. If we

understand the principle that

everything we own is a gift from

God, then we realize that God is the

owner of everything and that we

are His stewards. As such, we are to

use the Master’s resources to

further the Master’s goals. In this

specific case, we are to be generous

with our wealth and use it for the

benefit of others.Jesus then goes

on to expand in verses 10–13 the

principle given in verse 9. If one is 



faithful in “little” (i.e.,

“unrighteous” wealth), then one

will be faithful in much.

 Similarly, if one is dishonest in

little, he will also be dishonest in

much. If we can’t be faithful with

earthly wealth, which isn’t even

ours to begin with, then how can

we be entrusted with “true riches”?

The “true riches” here is referring

to stewardship and responsibility in

God’s kingdom along with all the

accompanying heavenly

rewards.The climax of Jesus’

application is verse 13: “No servant

can serve two masters, for either he

will hate the one and love the

other, or he will be devoted to the

one and despise the other. You

cannot serve God and money” (see

also Matthew 6:24). If God is our

Master, then our wealth will be at

His disposal. In other words, the

faithful and just steward whose

Master is God will employ that

wealth in building up the kingdom

of God.
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