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As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes 

on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.  They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 

storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 

hold of the life that really is life.  1 Timothy 6:17-19 (NRSV). 

Outreach.  We have now “rallied” on Rally Day and are gaining momentum in our Christian 

education program on Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings.  Congratulations and thanks to 

all who have been involved in planning and execution of these events.  I think our Wednesday 

night programs are the perfect opportunity to introduce a new person or family to our congregation. 

 (Some of you already are doing this!)  There are fun activities and singing for the children, a 

delicious meal (Thank you, Linda Speaker and team!), and informal classes afterward for those 

who can stay.  What a low-pressure way to invite someone to the church.  We have a team—B.J. 

Hayes, Judi Huddleston, Norton Montague, Karen Ogle, and me—that is working on ideas for 

outreach and redevelopment.  Soon we hope to have some ideas to share with the session.  Please 

speak to any of us about ideas that you may have. 

Stewardship season.  October is our time of stewardship emphasis this year.  During the month of 

October we will be exploring our theme, “Live Generously: Take Hold of the Life that Really is 

Life.”  Pledge Sunday will be on October 22. 

Possible revision of governance documents.  The session is considering approving a series of 

documents that would amend and restate the certificate of formation and the bylaws for our 

congregation and that would tweak our committee structure.  (continued on back) 



CONTACT MBPC

3405 Brookwood Road 
Birmingham, AL 35223
(205) 967-5037 

sgregson@mbpcusa.org 

www.mbpcusa.org

STAFF

CONTENTS

Pastor 
Rev. Lant B. Davis 

Director of Music 
Dewin Tibbs 

Organist 
Gary Smoke 

Administrative Assistant 
Sally Gregson 

Financial Assistant 
Bernie Gregson

Director of Preschool 
Mary Liz Ingram 

Youth Director 
Emily Frandsen 

Boy Scout Troop 320 
Scoutmaster:  Frank Tynes 

Cub Scout Pack 320 
Cubmaster:  Dave Caskey 

- LANT'S LINES 

- WEDNESDAY NIGHT SCHEDULE 

- CALENDAR 

- RALLY DAY PHOTOS 

- NEWLY CONFIRMED MEMBERS 

- YOUTH UPDATE WITH EMILY FRANDSEN 

- PICNIC PHOTOS 

- HABITAT HOUSE UPDATE & PHOTOS 

- FUNDRAISER RECAP & PHOTOS

- MAJOR DONATION TO SCHOOL IN CONGO 

- PRESBYTERY NEWS & HIGHLIGHTS 

- A BIBLICAL BRAIN TEASER 

- SESSION SUMMARY

Once session members complete their review and make any desired changes to the documents, it 

will be time to share the details with the congregation, after which we will need for the 

congregation to meet and take action—probably in a special called meeting after church one 

Sunday this fall. 

Slight modification of order of worship.  The Worship Committee, worship staff, and I are 

currently developing some experimental changes to the beginning of our normal Sunday worship 

service.  We plan to implement these on the first Sunday of November.  The purpose of the 

changes will be to get the service off to a quicker start, with the opening hymn much closer to 

11:00 a.m.  Gary will do his prelude (and the bell choir may occasionally perform) prior to the 

chiming of the hour.  Announcements will be moved to a point after the sermon.  Let us know 

what you think after you have experienced it for awhile!



Wednesdays Evenings at MBPC
4:30 pm Toy/bike riding and fellowship 

5:30 pm Grace Notes Choir 

5:30 pm Lectionary Light Bible Group 

6:00 pm Dinner 

7:00 pm Finding Our Way Around the Bible 

7:00 pm Youth Group 

7:00 pm Adult Class-Devotional Spirituality 

7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

MENUS FOR WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
($7 for adults, $3 for children and 

youth; $15 max. per family) 

October 4 -  Mexican lasagna, Salad,                          

                          Banana split bar 

October  11 - Breakfast for dinner 

October 18 - Viva Italian: Pastas, Salad,  Bread,    

                           Dessert 

October 25 - To be determined 



A
co

ly
te

 R
ec

o
g
n
it

io
n
 S

u
n
d
ay
 



September 10, 2017 
Photos

On Rally Day during worship,  
Rev. Lant Davis gave a special  
"Blessing of the Backpacks".  

Children were given a special cross key 
chain to keep on their backpacks.  
We also resumed our practice of 

presenting story Bibles, NRSV Bibles, 
and study Bibles to young children, 

elementary age children, and 
confirmands, respectively. 

MBPC Chancel Choir performed 
beautifully during our Rally Day 

worship as service, under the 
direction of Dewin Tibbs. 

Abbie Porter, Quinn Porter, and  
Arden Plugge were confirmed and 

 received study Bibles.



Arden Plugge is a sophomore at Vestavia Hills High School. 

 She spends most of her time playing softball and basketball.  She 

plays softball both on her school team and travel team, which 

keeps her busy 9 – 12 months of the year.  She is part of Youth 

Leadership and the Habitat for Humanity Club at Vestavia.  In 

her free time, she enjoys sleeping, eating and watching Netflix. 

 She also loves to spend time with her friends and family. 

Arden is an acolyte and she helped with Vacation Bible School 

this past summer.  She has also worked in the garden in the past 

and helped cook dinners for First Light.  Her family donates food 

to Caring Bridge and food drives. 

Our Newly Confirmed Members

Abbie Porter is an artist and self-taught animator.  She loves 

being creative and always tries to incorporate that into her 

studies.  Her favorite subject is history – both world history 

and American history.  Abbie loves to read.  CalArts is her 

dream school. 

Abbie is an acolyte and -- her favorite – sings in the choir.   

She helped with Vacation Bible School this summer. 

Quinn Porter likes to study using workbooks.  At the moment, 

he is working on algebra, biology and chemistry. 

He enjoys reading fictional books, but nowadays he is really 

busy so he hasn’t been able to read as much as he would like to! 

  

After he finishes his daily studies, he goes for a run and then he 

“chills out”. 

Quinn enjoys singing in the choir and is an acolyte. 



Friends, 
Last weekend (September 23rd & 24th) I had the pleasure of attending my first Fall Youth Retreat put
on by the Sheppards & Lapsley Presbytery Youth Council. The theme was, "Broken and Becoming." 
We discussed what brokenness looks like. Sometimes it looks like parents fighting, bullies at school, 
or simply a broken heart. Brokenness can feel like unworthiness, but God assures us that we are all 
worthy of God's love and of serving God's people. God uses broken people like us to make the world a 
better place. I hope that even in your brokenness, you know that God can use you. And when God uses 
you, I hope you remember to give glory and thanks to God who creates all things and makes all things 
beautiful. If you're reading this online, be sure to click on the link below to hear one of the songs that 
we sang on the retreat: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1spkhp41ig4

ALL HANDS ON DECK! 

Sunday Nights November 5th-December 17th: 

BYG Meets @ Mountain Brook Presbyterian 

Church 

Volunteers are needed for Dinner provisions, set-up 

& clean-up. 

Please let me know if you are interested in 

providing dinner, offering a helping hand for set-up 

and/or clean-up, or pitching in financially for dinner 

provisions. 

Thank you to Suzanne Cook and Jean Covington for 

chiming in last month. 

                              Below are some important upcoming dates: 

October 1st: BYG Meets at Oakmont Presbyterian Church in Hoover 

October 1-29th Sunday School @ MBPC: 9:30am-10:45am *Mid-high & High School youth 

will meet in the youth director's office*BYG: @ Oakmont Presbyterian Church: 5:00pm- 

7:00pm, dinner provided by Oakmont 

October 4th: Wednesday Night @ MBPC: 6pm-7:30pm 

Mid-high & High School youth will meet in the youth room after dinner 

October 8th: Sunday School @ MBPC: 9:30am-10:45am 

BYG: @ Oakmont Presbyterian Church: 5:00pm-7:00pm, dinner provided by Oakmont 

October 11th: Wednesday Night @ MBPC: 6pm-7:30pm 

October 15th: Sunday School @ MBPC: 9:30am-10:45am 

BYG: @ Oakmont Presbyterian Church: 5:00pm-7:00pm, dinner provided by Oakmont 

October 18th: Wednesday Night @ MBPC: 6pm-7:30pm 

October 22nd: Sunday School @ MBPC: 9:30am-10:45am 

BYG: @ Oakmont Presbyterian Church: 5:00pm-7:00pm, dinner provided by Oakmont 

October 25th: Wednesday Night @ MBPC: 6pm-7:30pm 

October 29th: Sunday School @ MBPC: 9:30am-10:45am 

BYG/Oakmont Fall Festival: @ Oakmont Presbyterian Church: *special time* 3:00pm-7:00pm 

Wear your Halloween costume! 

Here are some Dinner Ideas: 

*We usually have a headcount of about 30-40 

people 

November 5th: Taco Bar 

November 12th: Sandwiches & Chips 

November 19th: Soup, Salad, & Service project 

December 3rd: Pizza & Salad

December 10th: Chicken Fingers, Fries, & 

Veggies 

December 17th: Christmas Pot Luck (Youth will 

bring) 

*No BYG or Sunday School November 26th* 

Youth Update with Emily Frandsen



September 17,  2017 
Photos

Thanks to everyone who joined us  at our annual church picnic! 



Presbytery Habitat House Udpate 
"Week three of the construction for the Horn family Habitat for Humanity house has 

been completed. Presbyterians (and some Methodists) from the Birmingham area 

have been working on the house at 20th Place, Ensley. Some of the churches that have 

sent volunteers are: South Highlands, Independent, Shades Valley, Mountain Brook 

and Southminster." - Ralls Coston



MBPCP FUNDRAISER 
SUCCESS!

Thanks to all who volunteered and joined us for a great night at our 
Garden Party Fundraiser! Thanks to your help and participation, we 

had the best party yet, raising over $4000 toward our new Five Senses 
Outdoor Classroom and Community Habitat Garden. We can’t wait to 

watch the garden grow into a beautiful space for all to enjoy! 
- Mary Liz Ingram 

 
See the plans for the garden below. 



FUNDRAISER PHOTOS



Our Presbytery, the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley, has a partnership with two Presbyteries of the 

Congolese Presbyterian Church in the Kasai of Central Congo. The church there works hard to provide its 

members with spiritual guidance as well as basic services that a functioning, effective government would 

normally provide, such as schools, water, medical help, nutrition and  many other types of community 

services.  The Democratic Republic of Congo is ranked the poorest per capita in the world.  Most of the 

schools are outdoors.  The country is fortunate enough to receive rain and has a rainy season.  This impacts 

the schools in a negative way, since most are outdoors.  The Presbytery’s most current project with the 

church there is to build a sturdy building for a school; one in each of our partner Presbyteries.  The first 

school opened last year in the Nganza Presbytery. 

Since then the Presbytery has been engaged in fund raising for the second school to be built in the 

Tshibashi Presbytery.  In order to stay informed about current needs, the mission volunteers of our 

Presbytery stay in contact with the church leaders and with our mission co-worker for education in Congo, 

Gwenda Fletcher. 

The cost for a seven-room building, built of rock, handmade fired brick,  concrete, with doors , shuttered 

windows (no glass) , metal roof with gutters for water collection, a cistern, and sanitary latrine with septic 

tank is approximately $85,000.  The rooms are furnished with 2- to 3-person table desks and chalk boards. 

 There is no electricity. 

The session of MBPC became aware that the Presbytery was only a few thousand dollars short of having 

enough money to complete the second school.  Upon the recommendation of the Mission Committee, the 

Session approved a contribution to the school of $2,000 from our annual mission budget of $5,000.  With 

the receipt of our donation, the school can now be built.  What a blessing that our congregation can be 

involved in mission in this important way. 

Our Presbytery is named (Sheppards and Lapsley) for the first integrated team of missionaries sent out by 

the old “Southern” stream of the Presbyterian denomination, who were sent to the Congo.  Thanks to the 

generosity of this congregation, our church can help continue this important mission partnership.

Major Donation to School in Congo





Presbyterian Home for Children Thrift Store 

                                               Monthly Donation Day at SVPC 

The next collection date is Saturday, October 7. Bring your usable discards, gently used clothing, etc., to the 

Presbyterian Home for Children’s reception center in the rear parking lot, below the playground of Shades 

Valley Presbyterian Church. Terry Tingle will be serving as host. Volunteers will be on hand to unload your 

vehicle and to give you a receipt for your tax-deductible donation. The center will be open from 8 AM – 12 

noon. To volunteer or for more information, email Terry Tingle (terrytingle@gmail.com). 

On Thursday, October 5, 2017, the Mississippi State Singers will be performing in concert at Memorial 

Presbyterian Church at 6:00 PM. This event is free and open to the public. 

MISSION CO-WORKERS JEFF AND CHRISTI BOYD WILL BE AT SHADES VALLEY 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5. 

Please join us in welcoming the Boyds and learn about their work in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

JEFF IS REGIONAL LIAISON FOR CENTRAL AFRICA , FACILITATING SUPPORT FOR THE 

RELATIONSHIPS, PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES OF PC(USA) PARTNERS IN THE DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF CONGO.   

CHRISTI WORKS IN CONGO AND SEVERAL OTHER COUNTRIES ACCOMPANING GLOBAL 

PARTNERS AS THEY SEEK TO REMEDY THE MARGINALIZATION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN. 

Please contact the church office for dinner reservations – 205-871-7309  Dinner is served at 5:45 or come for 

the program which begins at 6:30.   2305 Montevallo Road, B’ham 35223 



This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat 

pocket, on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. 

He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on to some friends. One friend from Illinois worked 

on this while fishing from his john boat. Another friend studied it while playing his 

banjo. Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she mentioned it in her 

weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so 

involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are 

really easy to spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a 

jam, especially since the book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from 

answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a minister or a scholar to see 

some of them at the worst. Research has shown that something in our genes is 

responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. During a 

recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade 

booth set a new record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who 

reported that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel 

Humana humbly puts it, "The books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight." 

Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to be 

shown. One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy and Samuel may occur 

without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and spaces in the middle 

are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who 

claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus; there really 

are 30 books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.

There are 30 books of the Bible in this paragraph. Can you find them?

This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an airplane seat pocket, on a flight 
from Los Angeles to Honolulu, keeping him occupied for hours. He enjoyed it so much, he passed it on 
to some friends...One friend from Illinois worked on this while fishing from his john boat. Another 
friend studied it while playing his banjo, Elaine Taylor, a columnist friend, was so intrigued by it she 
mentioned it in her weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so 
involving, she brews a cup of tea to help her nerves. There will be some names that are really easy to 
spot. That's a fact. Some people, however, will soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the 
book names are not necessarily capitalized. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it 
usually takes a minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. Research has shown that 
something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the books in this paragraph. 
During a recent fund raising event, which featured this puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set 
a new sale record. The local paper, The Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported that this 
puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Daniel Humana humbly puts it, "The 
books are all right here in plain view hidden from sight." Those able to find all of them will hear great 
lamentations from those who have to be shown. One revelation that may help is that books like 
Timothy and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind, that punctuation and 
spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those 
who claim to know the answers. Remember, there is no need for a mad exodus, there really are 30 
books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph waiting to be found.

A Biblical Brain Teaser from Your Church Staff



September Session Summary
September 10, 2017

Church Library 

The moderator called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. with a prayer. 

Catherine Carter offered the devotional. The agenda was accepted. Nancy Harper was excused from the 

meeting due to the death of her mother-in-law. 

Clerk’s Report, Judi Huddleston 

- The August minutes were approved as written. 

- Responsibilities for October 2017: Opening Prayer and Devotional - Drew Spransy; Home Communion - 

 Norton Montague. 

Ministry Team Reports 

Education, Catherine Carter 

- Written report included in packet. 

Personnel, Frank Semmes 

Property, Scott Miklic 

- Written report included in packet. 

Finance, Bob Dudelston 

- Bob discussed the church’s financial reports for the month ending August 31, 2017.  Without objection, 

the Session received those reports. 

- The committee presented a revised spreadsheet summary of the church’s restricted funds, showing their 

balances, how they were established, their restricted purposes, and the persons or groups in the church 

responsible for administering them.  The committee encouraged the session members to review this 

spreadsheet before the next meeting, with the hope that action could be taken to approve the spreadsheet at 

the next meeting. 

- Bob reported on the committee’s recommendation to close the church’s accounts at Charles Schwab and 

Morgan Stanley.  Norton Montague further described plans for closing those accounts and opening new 

ones at Regions Bank and with Vanguard Group.  After discussion, the following two resolutions, as moved 

by the committee, were adopted by the session, acting in its capacity as session and as board of directors of 

the church’s corporation, Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church, an Alabama nonprofit corporation: 

RESOLVED, that the church close its accounts with Charles Schwab and Morgan Stanley; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers of the church corporation be authorized and directed to open in 

the name of the church’s corporation a new brokerage account with Regions Bank, with signatory authority 

by any two of Bob Dudelston, Norton Montague, and Bernie Gregson; 



RESOLVED FURTHER, that the standard banking resolutions required by Regions Bank are hereby 

adopted by the board of directors of the church’s corporation; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers of the church’s corporation, acting under instructions from the 

Finance Committee of the church, are authorized to purchase such mutual fund investments through 

such brokerage account as the Finance Committee deems appropriate for the long-term investment goals 

of the church; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers of the church’s corporation be, and they hereby are, 

authorized and directed to take any and all other or further actions, and to execute any and all other or 

further documents and instruments, as they in their discretion may deem necessary or desirable to 

effectuate the purposes of this resolution. 

AND 

RESOLVED, that the officers of the church corporation be authorized and directed to open in the name 

of the church’s corporation a new account with the Vanguard Group, which account will be called the 

“Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church Investment Account” and which will have signatory authority by 

any two of Bob Dudelston, Norton Montague, and Bernie Gregson; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the standard account resolutions required by the Vanguard Group are 

hereby adopted by the board of directors of the church’s corporation; 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers of the church’s corporation, acting under instructions from the 

Finance Committee of the church, are authorized to purchase such mutual fund investments through 

such Vanguard account as the Finance Committee deems appropriate for the long-term investment goals 

of the church; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the officers of the church’s corporation be, and they hereby are, 

authorized and directed to take any and all other or further actions, and to execute any and all other or 

further documents and instruments, as they in their discretion may deem necessary or desirable to 

effectuate the purposes of this resolution. 

Worship, Nancy Harper 

- Written report in packet. 

- Holy Communion was served during regular morning worship at Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church 

on September 3, 2017, and Home Communion was served on August 16 (Elder Norton Montague 

assisting) to Jane Patton, Lew Whitehead, Clara Horton, Dottie Hays, and Corrinan England and her 

daughter, Harriet, and on September 5 (Elder Catherine Carter assisting) to Jane Patton, Lew Whitehead, 

Dottie Hays, Eukie Woodall, and Dot McCraney. 

Missions, Drew Spransy 

- Written report in packet. 

- The Habitat Build, sponsored by the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley and supported financially by 

Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church (and others) is underway.  Volunteers from MBPC worked on 

September 9, 2017, and others from the church are planning to work on other days. 

- MBPC’s donation to the presbytery of $2,000 to be used for the construction of a new school in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo has been made as authorized by the session. 

- The congregation’s Pentecost Offering (approximately $127) has been designated for the Presbyterian 

Home for Children in Talladega. 



Congregational Care, Drew Spransy 

- Church picnic will be held on September 17, 2017, from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. 

Stewardship, Norton Montague 

- Fall Campaign- Theme “Live Generously: Take Hold of the Life that Really is Life” (1 Timothy 6: 18- 

19; published by Ecumenical Stewardship Center). 

- There will be four speakers in church in October. Plan to use a narrative budget to be presented to the 

congregation. Pledges will be received on October 22. 

Preschool, Frank Semmes 

- Written report in packet.   

- The “Garden Party” fundraiser will be on September 28, 2017, with dinner, silent auction, games, 

crafts, and fun.  The proceeds will be used primarily to pay for plants and equipment for the “Five 

Senses Garden” (the former community garden behind the church), which already has been prepared to 

receive the plants. 

- The Preschool Committee proposes using their operating surplus (approximately $24,862) for the 2016- 

17 school year mainly for improvements to the church’s physical plant, including the following: lighting 

for the main hall, new light switches for main hall, baseboards and crown molding in the main hall, 

drywall repair and painting in the main hall, reimbursing the church for rewaxing of fellowship hall, 

main hall, and preschool hall done earlier this fall, staining the patio fencing, replacing the non- 

functioning water fountain in the preschool, painting the breezeway between the preschool and the 

kitchen, and installing (as funding allows) new flooring in the preschool classrooms to replace the old 

carpet that (but for our being “grandfathered”) would be prohibited by the state health regulations.  Also 

proposed is moving $1,248.96 from the surplus to the preschool’s reserve account, bringing the balance 

to an even $10,000.  The session approved these uses of the surplus funds and directed the Director of 

the Preschool to perform this work under the supervision of the Property Committee. 

PneuMatrix 

- Karen Ogle (if she is willing) to replace Frank Semmes was approved. The next meeting is on October 

8, 2017 at 3:00 p.m.

Moderators Report, Lant Davis 

- Lant Davis presented the drafts of the governance documents for our church and several other 

documents- Governance Outline, Amended and Restated Certificate of Formation, Bylaw, and Policy on 

Committees for review.  There was some discussion of the documents at this meeting, and that will 

continue through the next meeting, at which the session may decide to take action.  If session members 

want to have a special meeting to review the documents, they will make that known to the moderator. 

- See packet. The session approved spending approximately $100 to secretary of state for filing to obtain 

an Alabama Entity ID number for MBPC. 

Adjournment with prayer, 

Clerk, Judi Huddleston                                                          Moderator, Lant Davis


