
LANT'S LINES

A Message from our Pastor 

 

 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in

him may not perish but may have eternal life.  John 3:16 (NRSV)

 

The Advent season at Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church is marked each year with our own

special Hanging of the Greens worship service, which was written for us by Peggy Thompson.  

The service explains Advent and Christmas symbolism in the church, including bells, colors,

candles, evergreens, the Chrismon tree, and others.  We light the first of five Advent candles—

one for each of the four Sundays of Advent (three purple and one pink) and the fifth, a white

one, on Christmas Eve.  As is explained in the liturgy of the service, the three purple candles

symbolize the royalty of Christ and our penitential response to God’s grace.  The single pink

candle, lit on the third Sunday of Advent, symbolizes joy, as by then we are half-way through

the Advent season and are nearing Christmas.  The lectionary texts for that Sunday also

traditionally include a joyful reading.  Of course, the white Christmas Eve candle represents

the pure light of love that Jesus brings into the world.  On Christmas Eve, the liturgical color

changes from the purple of Advent to the white of Christmas.

 

The Advent wreath and candles are said to have originated with a Lutheran pastor in Germany,

who used a wagon wheel with small red candles around the perimeter—one for each day of the

season of Advent—and four larger candles for the Sundays in the season.  Through the years,

the tradition has spread worldwide, with each of the Sunday Advent candles coming to have its

own symbolism (although different traditions understand the symbolism in different ways). 

 MBPC in its liturgy recognizes two traditions at the same time.  Our banners identify the four

Advent Sundays in the following order:  “Watch,” “Prepare,” “Rejoice,” and “Behold.”  Our

written liturgy combines these words with another traditional listing—“Hope,” “Peace,” “Joy,”

and “Love.”  (Note that the third Sunday in each listing matches the “Joy” theme symbolized

by the pink candle.)
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While we all look forward to the arrival of Christmas, the Advent season has its own mystical

joy.  I invite you to participate in the spirit of the Advent season, thinking of each week’s

theme and considering how it might bear upon your own spiritual growth.  And please

remember next week’s (Dec. 8) special celebrations—the children’s pageant in worship and the

Advent New Year luncheon that follows, this one also specially marking the 50th anniversary

of our congregation’s worship in the sanctuary.

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for lunch to celebrate MBPC's 50th Anniversay. RSVP to Melissa Hall

at mhall@mbpcusa.org or 967-5037.

The schedule of events is as follows:

10:45 Costuming for Children’s Program. All May Participate!

11:00 Worship & Children’s Program

12:00 50th Anniversary Luncheon01:00 Youth: Christmas Craft

WorkshipAdults: 50th Anniversary Program & 

Stained Glass Window Tour
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The "First Sunday" Food

Drive is still going strong. 

 The items to donate

December 1 is an 18 oz jar of

peanut butter

Thank you for your

continued support!

MPBC member, Drew Ducan, will be singing for Opera
Birmingham’s Sounds of the Season concert at Samford’s

 Brock Recital Hall on December 15th. Come out to see
Drew perform!

Join us at MBPC on December 20

for a perfromance of 

Amahl and the Night Vistors

Directed by Dewin Tibbs

Times are TBD



This time of the year is so exciting and packed with fun events! The first of
these is the Christmas Pageant on December the 8th. The kids have been
working hard to learn lines but I want to remind everyone that it is open

for any child to join in! Even if they decide to join in on the morning of we
will gladly put them in the cast of characters helping present the story.

After the pageant, we will be having lunch but also a time for crafts.
Children will have the ability to do hands-on crafts for the holiday

season. The next event to be watching out for is on December 18th. This is
a Wednesday and instead of the regular Wednesday night program, we

will be having a Holiday Season Grill-Out. We will be having hamburgers
and hotdogs along with a bonfire outside with smores! Keep a lookout for

additional information coming soon for this as the date approaches.
Christian Education hopes that everyone has a merry and joy-filled

Christmas/Advent season!
 

Christian Education



Missions Committee Update



MBPC Preschool











Stewardship Committee

The stewardship campaign for the fall has ended and there will now be a follow-up period as we seek to

receive all the pledges.

 

Finance Committee

Appreciation was expressed for the informal audit of the books completed by Frank Minter.
All tests of the electronic payment system have succeeded and procedures for using it will now be presented

and explained to the congregation.

 

Personnel

Alan Speaker, Dick Trueb, and Lant Davis have briefed the Property Committee concerning the details

of hiring Tim Keith of Keith Renovations on an exploratory basis. He will survey the property and

prioritize our maintenance needs; he will supervise outside contractors for necessary projects; and he

will prepare an estimate for repairing the walls in the St. Stephen Building after the remediation of the

mold damage.

 

Education

The committee is working with the Welcome Committee on a Trunk or Treat project to be held in the

parking lot on October 30, 2019.

 

Property

Alpha Tau Omega fraternity at Samford University has requested the use of the sanctuary, narthex, and

reception room for their initiation rites on Sunday, November 17, 2019, from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.

Members have also requested the use of the fellowship hall on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday

from 5:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. from January 21, 2020, until February 5, 2020, for rehearsal for Step

Sing at Samford. On motion duly made and passed, the session voted to allow the fraternity the use of

areas as requested with the following stipulations: Spencer Bissell, a member of the fraternity, must be

present for the initiation; cleanup must be complete; and the fraternity will make a donation of $200.00

to the church.

 

Bob Marsten, a member of the choir and regular helper with vacation Bible school, has requested use of

the sanctuary for a classical vocal recital on Thursday, May 14, 2020. On motion duly made and passed,

the session granted his request.

 

October Session Summary



Mission and Outreach

The committee recommends that the session approve its request to the Endowment Fund Management

Committee in the amount of $500.00 to support the hands-on mission project benefitting the Church of the

Reconciler. The previously approved project is the collection of men's socks and underwear during October.

 

The committee also recommends the session's approval of a project in November to support the Emergency

Shelter Gift Bags program of First Light, a shelter for women and children. The hands-on project is the

collection of socks and gift bags, as well as a $500.00 donation from the Endowed Fund Management

Committee. The motion passed.

 

Welcome Committee

The session previously considered amending the Policy on Committees so that responsibility for

"outreach" functions would belong to the Welcome Committee rather than the Mission Committee. Both

committees have been consulted and have agreed to this change. Therefore, on motion duly made and

passed, the session voted to amend the Policy on Committees to show this change.

The committee is also working with the Education Committee to plan activities, program, and

publicizing for the fiftieth anniversary celebration of MBPC. The event will take place on Sunday,

December 8, 2019, as part of the annual advent luncheon.

 

Preschool

The fall fundraiser for the preschool on September 26, 2019, was a great success and raised a record

amount of $12,200.00

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                
 

 


