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The MBPC Texter  
… get into scripture – an ancient form 

of text messaging 
         Issue 6                             Lectionary Year C 

 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

 
 Selected scripture readings for last Sunday and the upcoming Sunday are cited 

below. When you have a few minutes, look them up and read them.  

 

Sunday, January 27, 2019                          3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 

Reading from Psalms 

 Psalm 23 (sermon text) 

The LORD is my shepherd… 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

Luke 4:14-21 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry  

 

 

 
Sunday, February 3, 2019                          4th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

 

Reading from Old Testament Prophets 

 Jeremiah 1:4-10 (sermon text) 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 

you,…” 

 

 

Gospel Reading 

Luke 4:21-30 

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth  

 

 

Read more…. 
 

 Luke’s Message to the Gentiles 

 An Introduction to the book of Psalms 

 An Introduction to Jeremiah 

 Teaching Children about the Prophets and the Psalms 
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Luke’s Message to the Gentiles 
  

 Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the four gospels – written by different 

authors and for different audiences – mesh together to give us a miraculous view of who 

Jesus was and what he did during the brief thirty-something years he lived as a human 

among people.  These authors were from different parts of the Mediterranean world and 

wrote them after Pauline letters, such as Romans, 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Corinthians, and 1

st
 

Thessalonians.  In the Gospel according to Matthew, the author focuses on convincing 

Jews that Jesus is “The Messiah,” the anointed one who was the frequent subject of Old 

Testament prophecies.  In Luke’s gospel, he was speaking to a broader, Gentile audience 

than was Matthew.   Furthermore, the first few verses of Acts identify it as a sequel to 

Luke, written by the same author.  He continues the story after the Resurrection about 

how Jesus’ followers traveled great distances by land and sea spreading the gospel to 

Gentiles.  In Chapter 4, Luke foreshadows Jesus’ intention for reaching out far away from 

Nazareth and Galilee in his ministry and describes how Jesus angers his teachers with 

references to Elijah (1 Kings17:1-16) and Elisha (2 Kings 5:1-14). These prophets made 

judgments on Israel and ministered instead to certain Gentiles in Sidon and Syria.  

 
 

 

 

An Introduction to the Book of Psalms 
  Completed about 100 B.C., Psalms was written as a hymnbook for the Hebrew 

people.   The lyrics for many of the hymns we sing today are based on psalms.  In Glory 

to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, a hymn that sets the words of a psalm to music is so 

identified.  Also, on pages 989-90 is a psalm index.   The book of Psalms contains 5 

collections of hymns thought to be analogous with the 5 books of the Torah.   The 

book of Psalms contains hymns (or poems) of praise, repentance, thanksgiving, and 

petition. Others are about the wonders of God’s creation.   Some are very personal, while 

some are written on behalf of a whole congregation.  Some were particularly joyful 

songs, which we can imagine being sung by groups of friends as they walked along their 

way to Jerusalem for a festival such as Passover.  

 

 On the Leadership Resources website is a ranking of favorite psalms.  

(https://www.leadershipresources.org/the-most-popular-psalms-in-the-bible/ )Using this 

information, here is a top-ten list. The sermon text for January 27, Psalm 23 was Number 

One! 

 

 

 

https://www.leadershipresources.org/the-most-popular-psalms-in-the-bible/
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Top-Ten List of Favorite Psalms 
1. Psalm 23: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want (verse 1) 

2. Psalm 91:  Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those that know my 
name (v.14). 

3. Psalm 27: The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? (v. 1) 

4. Psalm 121: I will lift my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come? My help 
comes from the LORD who made heaven and earth (v. 1-2). 

5. Psalm 139: For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s 

womb (v.13). 

6. Psalm 37: Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your 
heart (v.4). 

7. Psalm 1: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the 
law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night (v 1-2).  

8. Psalm 51: Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me 
(v.10). 

9. Psalm 119:  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path (v. 105).  

10. Psalm 35: Contend, O LORD with those who contend with me; fight against those 
who fight against me! 
 

 

 
 

 

 

An Introduction to Jeremiah 
 

 The book of Jeremiah records the deeds and sermons of Jeremiah of Anathoth, one 

of the bravest prophets of Judah.   He preached from 626 to 586 B.C.,  about 100 years 

after the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom of Israel and Babylonia controlled 

Judah.  In 621 B.C., he supported the reforms of King Josiah predicated by a find of 

scrolls from Deuteronomy during repairs to the Temple.  Time after time, Jeremiah was 

put in prison or had to go into hiding because of his controversial sermons. Jeremiah 

believed that the Babylonian rule of Judah was caused by the sins of the people. He made 

enemies within Judah as he preached about acquiescence to the Babylonians as the sole 

means of avoiding national destruction.     

 

 Jeremiah is sometimes called “the weeping prophet,” as the book contains sad 

songs.  Traditionally, the book of Lamentations is also associated with Jeremiah. 

Lamentations contains poems of lament over the destruction of Jerusalem, military 

occupation, and the deportation of its leading citizens by King Nebuchadnezzar and the 
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Babylonians in 586 B.C. (often called “the Exile).  In his “Temple Sermon” (Chapters 7 

& 26), Jeremiah argued that obedience to God’s laws and the covenant of Moses was the 

true religion.  He believed that emphasis on temple worship and a royal religion linked 

with the Davidic dynasty were sure to fail.   

 
 

 

Teaching Children about the Psalms and Jeremiah  
 

The first two sections of the Old Testament are the Torah or law books and the history 

books, beginning with Joshua and ending with Esther. The Old Testament is completed 

by the 5 poetry books and 17 prophetic books.  If we help children memorize the names 

of the books in groups, then they will automatically begin to remember something about 

each book’s content and sequence.    

 
 

Poetry & Wisdom Books 
 

1. Job 
2. Psalms 
3. Proverbs 
4. Ecclesiastes 
5. Song of Solomon 

 
Major Prophets 

 
1. Isaiah 
2. Jeremiah 
3. Lamentations 
4. Ezekiel 
5. Daniel 

 

 
The Book of the Twelve 

1. Hosea 
2. Joel 
3. Amos  
4. Obadiah 
5. Jonah 
6. Micah 
7. Nahum 
8. Habakkuk 
9. Zephaniah 
10. Haggai 
11. Zechariah 
12. Malachi 

 

 

Psalms    The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories provides a good introduction to the book 

of Psalms on pages 263-4.  Some of these are listed in our top-ten list but some are not.  

A powerful psalm of comfort which is quoted on page 264 is Psalm 46, and begins 

God is our shelter and strength, 

always ready to help in times of trouble. 

 

Jeremiah   Pages 223 through 231 in the Children’s Bible in 365 Stories tell stories 

about the prophet Jeremiah and the last days of Judah – the days before the army of King 

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the Temple in Jerusalem. If you have a chance before Sunday, 

read about the “weeping prophet” who was not afraid to speak out on his beliefs and 

make enemies.   

   


