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LANT'S LINES

A Message from our Pastor

 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your 

people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

 Leviticus. 19:18 (NRSV).  See also Matthew 19:19, 22:39; Mark 

12:31; Luke 10:27; Romans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; and James 2:8.     

 

This month we anticipate a glorious Easter Sunday, when we celebrate 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  [Please refer to the other articles in 

this edition of The Messenger for dates and times of services and other 

events.]  On Easter we also contemplate our own resurrections, when 

we receive new life and a new start.  During our Lenten preparation for 

Easter, then, we can consider what a new start would look like in our 

lives.  For that matter, since the word of God has always been just as 

concerned with groups of persons as with individuals, we should also 

contemplate what a new start would look like in our church, our 

community, and our nation. 

 

Recently David Brooks, the well-known writer for the New York 

Times, has been using scripture and religion to inform and illustrate his 

opinion columns concerning our national life.  

                                                                      Continued on pg. 2  



One of Amanda’s and my favorites was called “An Agenda for 

Moderates: The Policy Implications of Love Your Neighbor” 

(www.nytimes.com/2019/02/25/opinion/moderate- 

politics.html).Brooks laments that ideologues on the right and the left 

seem to have “magnetic” big ideas that attract their followers.  On the 

other hand, “[t]he problem with moderates has always been that they 

don’t have a magnetic idea.  Recent moderation has been a bland 

porridge that defines itself by what it doesn’t like.”  As Brooks surveys 

our national landscape, he identifies “division” as our core problem; 

and it would be hard to disagree.  Sometimes we are so divided that we 

refrain from talking about values at all, for fear that our friends may 

react angrily.  The way to counter division, fragmentation, and 

alienation, Brooks writes, is found in the Bible [see citations above]: 

“Love your neighbor.”  That’s a big idea—a magnetic idea—that can 

inspire and inform moderates.  Brooks concludes his brief reflections 

by mentioning “four affections that bind our society” and that can be 

the nucleus of policy agendas for moderates.  One of these is our 

affection for our local “place.”  Brooks issues his challenge: 

“Outradicalize the left and the right by offering a different system of 

power, a system in which power is wielded by neighbors, who know 

their local context and trust one another.”  Brooks is pointing to the 

considerable power of neighborhoods and municipalities to focus the 

talents and insights of left and right to solve mutual problems. 

 

 Brooks’ column relates directly to two of our main initiatives at 

Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church.  We understand ourselves to be 

catalysts for positive developments in our neighborhood and for the 

continual building of local community.  And we do this because of 

love—love of our neighbor—just as Leviticus and Jesus and Paul and 

James teach us.  “We love because God first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

 God’s “magnetic idea” has persisted for at least 5000 years.  It has the 

power to heal us and to heal our land.  
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A Note to the Congregation

Join  Pastor Lant Davis for   

 Bible Study each Thursday 

at 10:00 am in the 

Reception Room. 

 

Currently they are 

studying the book Galatians.    

 

 

Chancel Guild meets 

Monday, April 22nd in the 

Reception Room at 10:00 a.m.





 Lenten Luncheon April  14

AFTER 11 O'CLOCK WORSHIP  



Missions and Outreach Committee Update

The food items being collected the 1st Sunday in April 

will be boxes of Jello or Instant Pudding. 

You can find the collection basket marked Magic City 

Harvest outside the sanctuary.

The Mission and Outreach Committee is sponsoring a 

clothing drive to support the mission of The Dannon 

Project. This drive will be conducted during the month of 

April and is specific to gently worn, clean, men’s or 

women’s dress clothes suitable for wearing to a job 

interview. Donated clothing should be hung in the closet in 

the narthex and it will be transported to the Dannon 

Project at the end of the drive.

Join Magic City Harvest at Cahaba Brewing Co. to celebrate their 16th 

annual Empty Bowls fundraiser. For only $18, you can make an impact in 

your community.  

 

Enjoy a rice or salad bowl dinner with a beautifully hand-crafted ceramic 

dish made by local students and artists. The ceramic bowl is 

complimentary, reminding us of the hunger we wish to end, with the hope 

of building healthier communities. We celebrate more than 25 years of 

ending hunger together. 

 



WHEN: Join us Mondays, Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays & Thursdays from 9:00- 

1:00 during the 8 weeks listed here. We 

also have Sunshine Bunch (8:00-9:00) 

and Wee Play (1:00-2:15) available. 

This summer we will welcome our 

Happy Campers to another  great 

program, full of camp stories, songs, 

games, snacks, crafts and of course tons 

of fun! With daily plans   tailored to each 

age group, our campers will have fun 

learning and exploring all summer long. 

MPBC Preschool Update 







Started at the North Trailhead and hiked the Blue trail 3.5 miles to the Orange 
Trail. Set up camp on the orange trail and cooked lunch. From there the older 
scouts took a longer way back than the younger scouts. It was a perfect day 
for hiking and the younger scouts and two of their dads learned a great deal 

with help from the older scouts.

Pinhoti Trip - Oak Mountain State Park

New Scout Ceremony - 3/11/2019



Rev. Lant Davis, moderator, called the regular meeting of the session of Mountain Brook 

Presbyterian Church to order at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 10, 2019, in the church 

library. A quorum was present. Carroll Barrett offered the devotional and prayer. 

 

Elders in attendance were Jill Bonatz, Norton Montague, Alan Speaker, Erskine Carmichael, 

Alex Wellman, Dick Trueb, and Carroll Barrett. Judi Huddleston and Drew Spransy were 

absent and excused. Connor McCraney, a senior at Samford University who is currently 

serving an internship with Rev. Davis, attended as an observer. 

 

Clerk's Report 

The minutes of the session meeting of January 13, 2019, and of the administrative 

commission meeting of January 16, 2019, were approved as written. Elder responsibilities for 

devotional, prayer, home communion, and presbytery meeting were reviewed. Thank you 

notes were read from UKIRK and the Presbyterian Home for Children for donations made 

recently by MBPC. 

 

Ministry Team Reports 

 

Finance Committee 

On motion duly made and passed, the financial report for the month ending January 31, 2019, 

was received. A written report from the presbytery of giving by individual churches for the 

fourth quarter of 2018 was presented. 

 

Personnel Committee 

The search continues for a part-time director of Christian education. 

 

Education Committee 

On February 13 after supper, committee members will discuss the scope and sequence plan 

for Christian education developed by Amanda Davis, and on February 20 after supper, they 

will attend a workshop led by Jean Covington assisted by Suzanne Cook on how to teach the 

Godly Play curriculum. 

 

Property Committee 

The painting project and water leak repair have all been completed. The steeple/sanctuary 

roof repair is substantially complete, with re-aiming of the lighting still to be done.  The 

insurance company accepted our contractor's estimate for repairs to be made due to storm 

damage and that work should begin soon. 

Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church 
Session Minutes 

February 10 , 2019 



Worship Committee 

The Lord's Supper was served during the worship service on February 3, 2019, and extended 

communion was served on February 6. Pursuant to the session's authorization, Emily 

Wilson, upon her profession of faith, was baptized during the Sunday worship service on 

February 3, 2019. 

 

Mission and Outreach 

Our church's workday for "Rise against Hunger" will be February 12, 2019, at Canterbury 

United Methodist Church. A proposal from the committee was passed to contribute monthly 

to Magic City Harvest by having church members contribute specific, designated items the 

first Sunday of each month to be distributed to agencies that provide food for the hungry. 

 

Preschool Committee 

The Christian Education Committee has decided not to sponsor Preschool Recognition 

Sunday this year, but instead will ask Mary Liz Ingram, preschool director, to provide her 

regular summary of preschool activities during the worship service one Sunday. 

   

Moderator's Report 

As requested by the session, the Messenger will be printed in hard copy, and some articles 

will be incorporated in the church's website and/or blog posts. 

 

The session approved the annual statistical report compiled by the staff and clerk of session 

and it was filed in the Office of the General Assembly by the required date. 

By consensus the session agreed to invite the Miles University College Choir to participate 

in the worship service on May 5, 2019.  Including honorarium, transportation, and luncheon 

for choir members, the cost to the church will be approximately $2200.00. 

 

As required by his position as President of the Board of Trustees of Louisville Theological 

Seminary, Rev. Davis will be away from the church office February 26-27 in order to meet 

in Louisville with the accreditation team from the Association of Theological Schools in the 

United States and Canada. 

 

There being no further business, Rev. Davis adjourned the meeting with prayer. 

Respectfully, 

 

Carroll Barrett, Clerk of Session Rev. Lant Davis, Moderator 


