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Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the
land that I will show you. . . . So Abram went, as the LORD had told him . . . .  Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran. Genesis 12:1, 4 (NRSV)

Traditionally when we read this passage, we think of Abram’s faith.  This man, later called Abraham,
was living in Mesopotamia and followed God’s command to go to a “land that I will show you,” not
even knowing where it was.  He left his extended family in Haran and set out with only his wife,
Sarah, his nephew, Lot, and their household retainers.  Abraham’s act of extreme faithfulness was,
Scripture tells us, “reckoned to him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6).  The Apostle Paul in his letter
to the Romans (chapter 4) used Abraham as an example of how God-given faith in Jesus can cause
us, too, to be justified before God.  This is bedrock theology in our Reformed tradition.  
Indeed, Abraham’s faith has been celebrated by Jews and Muslims, too.

Without taking anything away from the importance of Abraham’s faith, however, it seems to me we
could also call him adventurous.  Before his journey was over, he traveled as far as Egypt, had an
encounter with the pharaoh, led a raiding party to rescue his nephew Lot from capture by an
invading alliance of kings, and thereafter lived peaceably to a ripe (very) old age as an alien in a
foreign land.  And when he left Haran, he was 75; what an adventuresome guy!  Who among us
would have that much energy?  Who among us would be willing to embrace the unknown as
Abraham did?

I have been reading a book called Canoeing the Mountains, by Tod Bolsinger.  He describes the
journey of Lewis and Clark, as they explored the unknown West.  They were required to revise their
plans completely when, even after they had followed the Missouri River to its origin, they came
upon the Rocky Mountains and had to give up their canoes and boats and become mountaineers.
 Bolsinger argues that the current challenges of church development are much the same.  The
things that used to work in the past often do not work anymore, and we must improvise and adapt.
 Bolsinger writes that this requires us to be adventurous in our church life and in our faith.  
We could do worse than select Abraham as our model.  And who knows what we will discover
beyond those mountains?!
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Student Artwork



Join us this summer as we investigate the amazing world

around us. From deep in the earth to outer space, we will

put on our detective hats, grab our magnifying glasses

and get up close to the mysteries all around! Through art,

music,science, math and of course tons of fun, we will

explore our world with our wonderful team of teachers.  

Join us for our specials event days, such as water days,

archaeology digs, field trips (ages 5 & up),

space jumpies and more!



                                       

OPENING PRAYER The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. Montague

FINANCIAL

ENDOWMENT FUND  

The Endowment Fund began the year with $710,540.93 and distributed $34,842 of earnings on 111

16 leaving $675,698.93 in the Fund.

On 123116 there was $737,067.47 in the Fund. This represented a gain of $61,368.54 for a gain of

about 9.1% for the year. Included in this were donations in 2016 of $2,790.00.

There were distributable earnings of $31,560 available for distribution to be split between the Special

Church Support Fund and the Benevolence and Mission Fund. A motion was made and passed to

distribute these funds as above.

SPECIAL CHURCH SUPPORT FUND

The Special Church Support Fund ended the year with $12,976.42.  Expenditures during the year of

2016 included: $4,360 for Latta Plumbing to repair the broken pipe to the kitchen area; and $3,600 for

Michael’s Engineering to evaluate the Needs of the HVAC System.

BENEVOLENCE AND MISSION FUND

This Fund ended the year with  $75,475.84.

Expenditure = $4,000 to SBP Inc. for expenses for the South Carolina mission trip with Shades Valley

Pres.

The portion of this fund invested with the Vanguard account began the year with $49,023.33 and

received a distribution of $17,421 from the Endowment Fund on 11516 for a beginning total of

$66,444.33. On 123116 this amount had increased to $74,453.00 giving a gain of $8,008.67 (12.1%).

 There was $1,022.84 of this fund in the church account.

NEW REQUESTS

Bob Dudleston brought a request from the Session to finance the upgraded cable wireless software

and hardware for the interconnected telephone and computer system. This system will connect the

church and preschool and Boy Scout hut on this system. This will cost $16,700. It will not aid in cell

phone reception. A motion was made and passed to fund this expense from the Special Church

Support Fund.

OLD BUSINESS

Frank Minter had reviewed the balance of investments in the Fund and it appears that the fund is not

too heavy in equities according to other investment accounts.

A review of the short and long term results for the various funds of the Vanguard account was done.

Norton T Montague, Chairman

MINUTES –ENDOWMENT COM. 1-11-17



February 5, 2017

MBPC

hunger relief in the local community



During Worship at 11:00 

February 26

Scout Sunday  



Epiphany Processional Photos ... 
January 8, 2017



Tapestry
The tapestry now hanging in the front foyer over one of the tables was

given to the church by Ruth and Frank Kelly.  It was previously in a corner
of the fellowship hall and was taken down, folded, and placed on one of
the benches when work on the HVAC began.  Its theme is not obviously

religious but music, an important religious art, is suggested.  
  We have rehung the tapestry provisionally in this more prominent

location.  Please take a moment to view the new placement and let us
know in the church office what you think about it.









The history of God’s people has always been the story of a people on the move.
That is certainly true for the Camp Committee of

the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley, and for its Camping Ministry.

Throughout the changes in location and new camps,
our Mission Statement remains the same.

“Christian camping is an extension of the church’s program of education.
It is not apart from, but a part of the church’s educational path

to discover God’s will for the world, community and self.”

From the Presbytery - Summer Camp 



MBPC Reminders
The annual meeting of the congregation and of the members

of the church corporation will be held in the sanctuary
immediately at the conclusion of morning worship

on Sunday, February 12, 2017. 

CALLING ALL LITURGISTS!
Liturgists are needed for 2017.    It's easy!  

Just go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4da8a62b02012
to sign up for a spot.  For those of you who are not into technology

just call Karen Ogle who can sign you up.  Many thanks!



Summary of Session Meeting  January 15, 2017

The moderator, Rev. Lant Davis, opened the meeting with a devotional and prayer based on Judges 6-7.

All Session members were present except Drew Spransy who was out of town and excused.

The moderator declared the presence of a quorum. The agenda was accepted.

Clerk’s Report
The successor to the former clerk had not yet been identified, so the moderator presented the report of the clerk
of session.  
• The minutes of the session’s meeting held on December 11, 2016, were presented in writing and were
approved as written.
• Correspondence, including letters from Tucker Fleming and Peyton Glanton thanking the church for the
Christmas gifts received by church employees at the end of 2016, was presented.  
• The session has a request for the transfer of Maurine Evans and her husband, Zachary Palamara, together
with their daughter, Cambria Palamara, to the membership of the Trinity methodist church.  On motion duly
made and seconded these three members were transferred to the membership of Trinity United Methodist
Church, Birmingham, Alabama.
• As reported by the former clerk of session, Frank Minter, the current count of active members of the
congregation stands at 175.  Mr. Minter also provided in writing a list of 24 additional members on the roll
whose membership he suggests should be reviewed by the session.  Due to the amount of business on the
agenda for this meeting, the moderator suggested, and the session agreed, to take this matter up at the February
meeting.
• The moderator distributed copies of a memorandum about the current categories of membership, as provided
in the Book of Order.

Education , Personnel , Missions and Stewardship
There were no education, personnel, missions or stewardship reports because the session member responsible
for these ministry team had not yet been identified.

Building and Grounds
• Scott Miklic reported on the progress of Central Heating & Cooling LLC in replacing the HVAC equipment
in the church.  Most of the major work has been completed in the reception room, the nursery, the choir room,
and the kitchen.  The major work remaining is for the fellowship hall and the sanctuary.  Dick Trueb has been
serving as the church’s main point of contact with Robert Puckett, who owns Central Heating & Cooling.  A
copy of a letter from Dick to Mr. Puckett, expressing concern at the pace of the work, was shared with the
session.  A meeting among Dick Trueb, Scott Miklic, and Mr. Puckett is anticipated soon in an effort to agree
about the future schedule of work on the contract.
• The Building and Grounds team members continue to address items on their comprehensive list of
maintenance issues.
• There will be a congregational work day on Saturday, February 4, sponsored by the Building and Grounds
team.  Notices are currently being sent out.



Finance  
Bob Dudelston presented the report.
• The financial report for the year and month ending December 31, 2016, was presented and, without
objection, was received.
• Due to the receipt of additional pledges and to the increase in the presbytery’s per capita charges for 2017,
Bob Dudelston presented in writing a proposed revision to the 2017 budget and moved its approval.  The
motion was seconded, and discussion ensued.  The motion to adopt the revised budget was approved.  

Worship  
Nancy Harper presented the worship report.
• The Lord’s Supper was served to the congregation during morning worship on Sunday, December 25, and
on Sunday, January 1.  Extended Communion was served on January 4, 2017, to Jane Patton, Dot McCraney,
Chan and Very Hitchcock, Lew Whitehead, and Clara Horton.
• A memorial service for Gwendolyn Speaker was held at the church on December 26, officiated jointly by
Rev. Richard Hanna, Chaplain at Kirkwood-by-the-River, and Rev. Lant Davis.  Rev. Davis performed the
interment of Mrs. Speaker’s ashes at Forest Crest Cemetery, Irondale, Alabama, on December 27.
• On Saturday, December 17, Rev. Davis performed the marriage of nonmembers Anna Beck and Carson
Yates at Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church.
• The moderator reported that the church had recently purchased print and podcast copyright licenses from
OneLicense.  This is anticipated to cover the reproduction in our worship bulletin of words to certain anthems
sung by the choir, as well as some congregational hymns.  The podcast license may allow us to post more of
our services on YouTube.

Preschool
Frank Semmes reported for the Preschool Committee that registration was now open for the 2017-18 summer
programs and school year.  Demand has been very strong, requiring the addition of another class of 2-year-
olds.

Shades Valley Task Force/PneuMatrix
The moderator reported that our church and Shades Valley Presbyterian Church both have been accepted into
the presbytery’s PneuMatrix consultations.  The assigned consultant for both us and for Shades Valley will be
Jim Kitchens.  Mr. Kitchens understands that both churches want him to help the congregations move to a
decision about whether or not to merge.  Our team of six persons for this project, as earlier identified by the
session, is Chris Carter, Lant Davis, BJ Hayes, Judi Huddleston, Norton Montague, and Frank Semmes.  In
the future we will refer to them as the “PneuMatrix Team.”  Mead Silsbee of Retail Specialists, real estate
developers, is in the process of preparing a valuation of the real estate owned by Mountain Brook
Presbyterian Church, as he previously has done for Shades Valley Presbyterian Church.
Technology Task Force Report
Rev. Davis updated the session on the technology report.  Charter/Spectrum, having already delayed from
December 2 to December 23, 2016, the project of supplying cable services to the church, most recently
delayed it again—this time to March 31, 2016.  Both Rev. Davis and our IT contractor, Crabtree Computer
Services, have been calling Charter/Spectrum to determine the cause of the delay.  However, there was little
clarification from Charter/Spectrum.  Rev. Davis called the office of the City Manager of Mountain Brook
and asked for their assistance in getting the attention of Charter/Spectrum.  The city made contact with
someone higher up at Charter/Spectrum, and now the communication has been better.  



We have been told that we are in the “as soon as possible” pile of work orders.  In anticipation of the
completion of Charter’s work, Patrick Crabtree will begin his part of the project by running the interior cable
that will be required for wireless access points within the building.

Moderator’s Report
The moderator reported in writing, including the following items:
• The Design Team (Alain Bouchard, Catherine Carter, Florence Cole, Jean Covington, Bobby Horton, Mary
Liz Ingram, Scott Miklic, and Sue Wellman) have agreed to serve, and now we are attempting to schedule the
first meeting with Dave Reese of TurnerBatson architects.
• Without objection, the session confirmed the scheduling of the annual meeting of the congregation and of the
members of the church corporation in the sanctuary on Sunday, February 12, at the conclusion of morning
worship.
• Without objection, the session approved the use by patrons of the Decorators’ Show House of the church’s
parking lot, for event parking and shuttle service, from April 29 through May 14, 2017.The Symphony
Volunteer Council, sponsor of the Decorators’ Show House, will be reminded to remove their tent promptly
after the conclusion of the event.
• Without objection, the session approved the use by patrons of the Junior League of Birmingham of the
church’s parking lot, for event parking and shuttle service, on April 6, 2017.
• Session members with reporting responsibilities for the 2016 Annual Report to the Congregation and for the
annual statistical report to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) were reminded that those
reports were due near the end of the month.
• The moderator then summarized the areas of responsibility that needed to be covered by session members in
the coming year.  After discussion, the session by consensus appointed and elected the following persons to the
indicated areas of responsibility and offices:
Catherine Carter -- Education Team (in addition to Design Team)
Bob Dudelston -- Treasurer and chair of the Finance Committee
Nancy Harper -- Worship Committee
Judi Huddleston -- Clerk of Session and Membership Review (in addition to PneuMatrix Team)
Scott Miklic -- Building and Grounds Team (in addition to Design Team)
Norton Montague -- Stewardship and Investment Officer for the Finance Committee (in addition to chairing the
Endowment Committee and serving on PneuMatrix Team)
Frank Semmes -- Preschool Committee and Governance and Personnel (in addition to PneuMatrix Team).
 Frank serves on other committees, too, and it will be understood if he must withdraw from those committees in
order to undertake these new responsibilities.
Drew Spransy -- Missions and Congregational Care
Dick Trueb -- Dick will serve as assistant Treasurer and as secretary of the Finance Committee.

With thanks to the members of the session for their willingness to serve, the moderator adjourned
the meeting with prayer.


