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About Elijah
and Elisha
 

The first three kings of Israel – Saul,

David, Solomon – ruled during the

Tenth Century B.C. (1000 – 900). 

During this period, the prophets

Samuel and Nathan communicated

God’s instructions and plans to the

Israelites and their rulers.  After

Solomon’s reign, the tribes of Israel

split into a northern kingdom “Israel”

and a southern kingdom “Judah.” 

Kings gives a history of both the

northern and southern kingdoms

during the divided monarchy. Not only

does the Bible give us historical

information about the kings but also

pronounces them as good or evil.

We have already discussed Elijah

some but in this week's reading a new

prophet is introduced to us:

 

Elisha was the faithful disciple of the

prophet Elijah, and his successor. He

had followed his master from the

moment they met, when Elisha was a

young man, plowing his father's field

near the ancient town of Abel-

mecholah in northern Israel. Elisha

saw his master disappear in a fiery

chariot, going up to heaven, without

dying first.Elisha picked up the mantle

which Elijah had cast off when he

went up to heaven. He felt the spirit of

Elijah within him, and when he had to

cross the Jordan to return home, he

waved Elijah's mantle against the

water, and they parted suddenly and

made a way for the divine prophet to

cross the Jordan on its dry bed.
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READING 1
2 KINGS 2:1-2, 6-14

When the Lord was about to

take Elijah up to heaven in a

whirlwind,Elijah and Elisha were on

their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to

Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent

me to Bethel.”

But Elisha said, “As surely as

the Lord lives and as you live, I will

not leave you.” So they went down to

Bethel.

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here;

the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”

And he replied, “As surely as the Lord

lives and as you live, I will not leave

you.” So the two of them walked on.

7 Fifty men from the company of the

prophets went and stood at a

distance, facing the place where Elijah

and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan.

8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and

struck the water with it. The water

divided to the right and to the left,

and the two of them crossed over on

dry ground.

9 When they had crossed, Elijah said

to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for

you before I am taken from you?”

“Let me inherit a double portion of

your spirit,” Elisha replied.

10 “You have asked a difficult thing,”

Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I

am taken from you, it will be yours—

otherwise, it will not.”

11 As they were walking along and

talking together, suddenly a chariot of

fire and horses of fire appeared and

separated the two of them, and

Elijah went up to heaven in a

whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and

cried out, “My father! My father! The

chariots and horsemen of Israel!”

And Elisha saw him no more. Then he

took hold of his garment and tore it in

two.

13 Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak

that had fallen from him and went

back and stood on the bank of the

Jordan. 14 He took the cloak that had

fallen from Elijah and struck the

water with it. “Where now is the Lord,

the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he

struck the water, it divided to the

right and to the left, and he crossed

over.

 

About The Reading:

It should be noted at the outset that

the text itself begins with an

expectation of its culmination. "Now

when the Lord was about to take

Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind..."

(2 Kings 2:1). The whirlwind is a

telltale sign of what is to come, as the

whirlwind is more often than not a

means by which the Lord intervenes

in the world. The difference here is

that the whirlwind is not bringing

judgment, but lifting Elijah out of this

world.

With his prophetic protégé in tow,

Elijah repeatedly tells Elisha to stay

behind. He does not. Knowing that

Elijah will be assumed into heaven by

the Lord, the company of the

prophets (perhaps members of the

prophetic guild) also tells Elisha to

hang back. He tells them to shut-up,

and he continues. 

Elisha's determination to remain with

his mentor leads him to walk with

Elijah on the dry creek bed of the

Jordan. This twice-crossing of the

Jordan is an interesting border-

crossing. Perhaps mimicking the

significance of Joshua's crossing,

Elijah's assumption into heaven

occurs outside the initial boundary of

the Promised Land.

Timeline of
Elijah's Doings:
·  Contest between
Elijah and the
Prophets of Baal (1st
Kings 16-19): the God
of the Israelites (and
not Baal) answered
Elijah’s call for a fire
from heaven and
would be vindicated as
the true God.
 
·  Elijah Meets God on
Mt. Sinai (sermon text,
1st Kings 19: 8-15): 
Elijah must flee from
Jezebel’s wrath, so he
went on a journey
through the wilderness
to Mount Sinai. 
Angels provided food
and water for him
along his way.  When
Elijah reached Mt.
Sinai he went into a
cave where God spoke
to him in a quiet voice
and gave him further
instructions, which
included engaging
Elisha as his disciple.
 
·  Elijah Ascends to
Heaven and Elisha
becomes His Successor
(2nd Kings 2): God
took Elijah up to
heaven in a
whirlwind.  Then,
Elisha “picked up the
mantle” of Elijah. 
Elisha provided
leadership for those
who remained faithful
to God and also
performed miracles.



READING 2
LUKE 9:51-62

51 As the time approached for him to

be taken up to heaven, Jesus

resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52

And he sent messengers on ahead,

who went into a Samaritan village to

get things ready for him; 53 but the

people there did not welcome him,

because he was heading for

Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples

James and John saw this, they asked,

“Lord, do you want us to call fire

down from heaven to destroy

them[a]?” 55 But Jesus turned and

rebuked them. 56 Then he and his

disciples went to another village.

57 As they were walking along the

road, a man said to him, “I will follow

you wherever you go.”

58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens

and birds have nests, but the Son of

Man has no place to lay his head.”

59 He said to another man, “Follow

me.”

But he replied, “Lord, first let me go

and bury my father.”

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead

bury their own dead, but you go and

proclaim the kingdom of God.”

 

61 Still another said, “I will follow

you, Lord; but first let me go back

and say goodbye to my family.” 

62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts

a hand to the plow and looks back

is fit for service in the kingdom of

God.”

About The Reading:

Normally very accepting of the

Samaritans, he shocks his disciples

by barely noticing the Samaritans

as he heads to Jerusalem, so

concentrated was he on his up-

coming destiny. The Samaritan

villagers “did not receive him

because his face was set toward

Jerusalem.” Did they reject Jesus,

or did they not host him overnight

since he “his face was set toward

Jerusalem”?

The text doesn’t say, but the

disciples take it to be rejection and

impulsively ask if they should

“command fire” to destroy them.

Which could be referring to Elijah

calling fire upon the soldiers of the

evil king Ahaziah, who had ruled

the northern kingdom from

Samaria (2 Kings 1:10-12). 

DISCIPLESHIP IN
LUKE 9:51-62

“No one who puts a
hand to the plow and
looks back is fit for
the kingdom of
God”? 
Anybody who has
plowed a field knows
you have to watch
carefully in front of
you to keep the
furrows straight.
Look backward and
you will swerve one
way or another.
 
How are our lives
different as followers
of Jesus than what
they might have been
otherwise?
 
Being a Christian and
a disciple of Jesus
gives us a whole new
identity. We are no
longer simply a
biological unit on
this earth, but a child
of the God of the
whole universe. We
now live knowing
that “our citizenship
is in heaven”
(Philippians 3:20).
Because our lives are
now measured by
eternal things, we
are “exiles and
aliens” in this world
(1Peter 2:11).
 



Further reading
2 KINGS 2:1-2, 6-14

Commentary, 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14,

Stephen Reid, Preaching This

Week, WorkingPreacher.org, 2016.

 

The Center for Excellence in

Preaching, resources from Calvin

Theological Seminary: Comments &

Observations, Textual Points,

Illustration Ideas.

 

Commentary, 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 | Matt

Pollock | Student Ministries Pastor -

Lafayette First Church of the Nazarene

| A Plain Account, 2016

 

"Of Mentors and Mentees," John C.

Holbert, The Peripatetic Preacher,

2016.

 

Commentary, 2 Kings 2:1-12,

Christopher B. Hays, Preaching This

Week, WorkingPreacher.org, 2015.

 

"Communicating the

Spirit," Commented Bible Passages

from TaizÃ©, 2008..

 

Commentary, 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14,

Karla Suomala, Preaching This

Week, WorkingPreacher.org, 2013.

 

"Of Masters and Pupils," John C.

Holbert, Opening the Old Testament,

2013.

 

 
LUKE 9:51-62

Commentary, Luke 9:51-62, Mikeal C.

Parsons, Preaching This

Week, WorkingPreacher.org, 2016.

 

The Center for Excellence in

Preaching, resources from Calvin

Theological Seminary: Comments &

Observations, Textual Points,

Illustration Ideas.

 

The Truett Pulpit, Stacey Simpson

Duke, Co-Pastor, First Baptist Church,

Ann Arbor, Michigan, 2016.

 

"Letting the Dead Bury their Own

Dead," Janet H Hunt, Dancing with the

Word, 2016.

 

Commentary, Luke 9:51-62 | Mark

Quanstrom | Dean of the School of

Theology ONU; Pastor, College Church

University Avenue | A Plain Account,

2016

 

"Setting Our Faith Towards

Paradox," Andrew Prior, 2016.

 

Pulpit Fiction, with podcast.

Reflections of lectionary text, pop

culture, current events, etc. Robb Mc

Coy and Eric Fistler, 2016.

 

"Every Moment Counts," Karoline

Lewis, Dear Working Preacher, 2016.

 


