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The MBPC Texter 
… get into scripture – an ancient 

form of text messaging 
    

Issue 2: Monday, September 17, 2018 Lectionary Year B 

 

Sunday September 23, 2018  

18th Sunday after Pentecost and 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
(Green is the liturgical color for Ordinary Time.) 

 

Old Testament Reading (sermon text) 

Proverbs 31:10-31  

Epistles (Letters) Reading 

 James 3:13 – 4:3 & 7-8 

 

 
 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm 119:105) 

 

 Rally-Day Sunday at Mountain Brook Presbyterian Church was September 9, and Pastor 

Lant Davis presented Bibles to fourth-graders and Bible storybooks to first graders.  As we move 

into the second half of September 2018, lectionary selections are from the books of Proverbs and 

James.   We ask God to be with us through this week leading up to Sunday, September 23  and to 

help us seek knowledge from these scripture passages.  Also, through the working of the Holy 

Spirit within our families and communities, help us to seek old and new meanings from these 

ancient texts.   

What’s a Lectionary?  
A lectionary is a book or listing that contains a collection of scripture readings 

appointed for Christian or Judaic worship on a given day or occasion.  Both Jews and 

Christians began using lectionaries by the end of the 3
rd

 century.  The Protestant 

Revised Common Lectionary or RCL (https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu// ) is 

currently used by some churches in Protestant denominations – including Presbyterians, 

Methodists, and Episcopalians – to structure scripture passages selected for study and 

worship throughout the liturgical year. For each Sunday, the RCL proposes four or more 

passages, with at least one coming from the Gospels; one from the Epistles; one from 

the Old Testament; and one from the Psalms.  The lectionary operates on a three-year 

cycle (Year A, Year B, and Year C) and thus, within a three-year period, there will be a 

passage from every book of the Bible. An advantageous aspect of lectionary-based 

Bible study is that someone can begin at any time – there’s not a starting or ending place 

in its cyclical pattern.   Also, if you miss several weeks you don’t feel as if you’re 

falling behind.    

 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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Sunday September 23, 2018  

18th Sunday after Pentecost and 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
 

Old Testament Reading (sermon text) 

Proverbs 31:10-31  

Epistles (Letters) Reading 

 James 3:13 – 4:3 & 7-8 

 

The “Wisdom” section of the Old Testament 

contains the books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.  An overview of 

Proverbs from the Harper-Collins Study Bible 

describes it as a guide to the “acquisition of wisdom 

and avoidance of folly.”   Because Solomon was 

thought to be a very wise king, church tradition 

attributes the Book of Proverbs to King Solomon. 

Within the 31 chapters of Proverbs, some are long 

poems, and other chapters consist of moral mini-

lessons. Most of these lessons are couplets – little 

poems of two lines each.  Frequently, the second line 

of a couplet says the same thing as the first line, but 

in an opposite way, for example: 

 

A soft answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word stirs up anger. (15:1) 

 

Another intriguing feature of Proverbs is the way 

that wisdom is personified as a woman.  

 

 

This New Testament epistle is attributed to James the 

brother of Jesus, whose memory was revered in the 

early church.  Even so, the letter was most likely 

written much later from lessons and stories passed 

down from James and the early church in Palestine. 

Its salutation, “To the twelve tribes in the 

Dispersion,” refers to Jews who had scattered 

throughout the Roman Empire.  Thus, the purpose of 

the letter was to strengthen Jewish-Christian 

communities in times of trouble and to insist they do 

good with every part of their lives, including words 

and actions.   Two of the book’s best-known verses 

express its theme: 

 

 But be doers of the word, and not merely 

hearers who deceive themselves (1:22). 

 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead 

(2:17). 

  

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 31:10-31 (complete text) 
A capable wife who can find?  She is far more precious than jewels. 

The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain. 

She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life.  

She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. 

She is like the ships of the merchant, she brings her food from far away. 

She rises while it is still night and provides food for her household and tasks for her servant girls.  

She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 

She girds herself with strength and makes her arms strong. 

She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.  Her lamp does not go out at night. 

She puts her hands to the distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 

She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy. 

She is not afraid for her household when it snows, for all her household are clothed in crimson. 

She makes herself coverings; her clothing is fine linen and purple. 

Her husband is known in the city gates, taking his seat among the elders of the land.  
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She makes linen garments and sells them; she supplies merchants with sashes. 

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. 

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 

She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. 

Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband, too, and he praises her; 

“Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” 

Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 

Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the city gates.  

 

 

Story-Bible Connections to Proverbs 
             On Rally Day, our first graders received a book entitled, “The 

Children’s Bible in 365 Stories,” by Mary Batchelor. Because the 

wise sayings of Proverbs are traditionally attributed to King 

Solomon, the recommended story from The Children’s Bible in 365 

Stories “Solomon’s Dream” on page 171.  The story tells of how, 

when Solomon succeeded his father David as king, he asked God to 

grant him wisdom (1 Kings 3:3-15).   

 
 

 

 

 

James 3:13 – 4:3 & 7-8a   (complete text) 
 (3:13-3:18)Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 

works are done with gentleness born of wisdom.  But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition 

in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.  Such wisdom does not come down from 

above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish.   For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there 

will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 

hypocrisy.  And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  

 

 (4:1- 3)  Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not 

come from your cravings that are at war within you?  You want something and do not have it; so 

you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes 

and conflicts.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because 

you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures…..(4:7-8a)Submit yourselves 

therefore to God.   Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and he will 

draw near to you.    
 

Story-Bible Connections to James 
          The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories provides a summary of the book of James in “Letter to 

James,” page 410.    
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The Week at a Glance at MPBC 
 

Wednesday, September 19   

Childcare and activities for all ages are available from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

 

 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.: Play in the parking lot (before end of Daylight Savings Time) 

 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. (children): Bible Book Bonanza   Activities, songs, and games focusing 

on Bible learning.  A first goal will be memorizing the Old and New Testament books: 39 

books in the Old Testament; 27 books in the New Testament -- 66 books in all).  

 5:30 – 6:00 p.m. (adults):  Pastor Lant Davis teaches a class connecting stories in the 

Bible storybook received by first graders with the week’s scripture passages.    

 6:00 – 6:45 p.m.: Dinner  in Fellowship Hall 

 6:45 – 7:30 p.m. (4
th

 grade and up): Reading the Bible for Myself   In this class, new 

Bible recipients and older students will practice looking up Bible passages by section, 

book, chapter, and verse; and participants will also learn to use available resources to 

read and interpret the Bible for themselves.  Other activities will include projects, 

artwork, and games.   

 6:45 – 7:30 p.m. (adults):  Let’s Talk It Over:  For adults, Pastor Lant Davis elicits 

feedback from last Sunday’s sermon and gathers thoughts from an initial reading of next 

Sunday’s sermon text.  
 

Thursday, September 20  

 10:00 a.m.: This group selects individual books of the Bible for in-depth study.  

 

Sunday, September 23 

 9:30  a.m. Sunday School for all adults: A Beautiful View: A Friendlier Christianity as a 

Way of Life 

 11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary 

 


