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What is Ordinary
Time?
 

Ordinary Time consists of two time

periods in the church’s liturgical year.

The first period begins on Epiphany

Day and ends on the day before Ash

Wednesday. The second period begins

the Monday after Pentecost and ends

the Saturday before the first Sunday of

the Advent season.  The liturgical color

for Ordinary Time is green to symbolize

growth.  Ordinary Time is not called

“ordinary” because it is commonplace

but because the weeks of ordinary time

are numbered.  Its name comes from

the Latin word ordinalis, which refers

to numbers in a series.

Week after week, Sunday ordinarily

celebrates the resurrection and the

unfolding of the new creation. The

standard for worship is, therefore, the

ordinary time of Sunday in the week-

to-week progression of time. Ordinary

Time presents us with an ongoing

opportunity to witness to the living

Lord who makes all things new.

Certain occasions in Ordinary Time

can be interpreted as transitional

Sundays into and out of the two great

cycles.

-Baptism of our Lord (the Lord’s Day

after Epiphany)

-Transfiguration of our Lord (the

Lord’s Day prior to Ash Wednesday)

-Trinity Sunday (the Lord’s Day after

the Day of Pentecost)

-Christ the King (the Lord’s Day prior

to the First Sunday of Advent)
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READING 1
LUKE 8:26-39

26 Then they sailed to the country of

the Gerasenes, which is opposite

Galilee. 27 When Jesus had stepped

out on land, there met him a man

from the city who had demons. For a

long time he had worn no clothes, and

he had not lived in a house but among

the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus,

he cried out and fell down before him

and said with a loud voice, “What

have you to do with me, Jesus, Son

of the Most High God? I beg you, do

not torment me.” 29 For he had

commanded the unclean spirit to

come out of the man. (For many a

time it had seized him. He was kept

under guard and bound with chains

and shackles, but he would break the

bonds and be driven by the

demon into the desert.) 30 Jesus then

asked him, “What is your name?” And

he said, “Legion,” for many demons

had entered him. 31 And they begged

him not to command them to depart

into the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of

pigs was feeding there on the hillside,

and they begged him to let them enter

these. So he gave them

permission. 33 Then the demons

came out of the man and entered the

pigs, and the herd rushed down the

steep bank into the lake and

drowned.

34 When the herdsmen saw what had

happened, they fled and told it in the

city and in the country. 35 Then

people went out to see what had

happened, and they came to Jesus

and found the man from whom the

demons had gone, sitting at the feet

of Jesus, clothed and in his right

mind, and they were afraid. 

36 And those who had seen it told

them how the demon-possessed[c]

man had been healed. 37 Then all the

people of the surrounding country of

the Gerasenes asked him to depart

from them, for they were seized with

great fear. So he got into the boat and

returned. 38 The man from whom the

demons had gone begged that he

might be with him, but Jesus sent him

away, saying, 39 “Return to your

home, and declare how much God has

done for you.” And he went away,

proclaiming throughout the whole

city how much Jesus had done for

him.
 

About the Reading:

The Gospel is specifically directed to

Theophilus (1:3), whose name means

“one who loves God” and almost

certainly refers to a particular person

rather than to lovers of God in

general. 
 

The two most commonly suggested

periods for dating the Gospel of Luke

are: a.d. 59–63, and the 70s or the 80s.

The place of writing was probably

Rome, though Achaia, Ephesus and

Caesarea have also been suggested. 

In regards to the story in Luke 8:26-

39, "The miracle story is not just

about a personal exorcism. It is about

the promise of God's ability to defeat

and re-order the disordered powers

that afflict individuals and

communities" (The Meaning in the

Miracles, 91).
 

The demoniac is called by the Latin

name "Legion," referring to a

company of up to 6,000 Roman

soldiers. This strongly suggests that

Mark linked the exorcism of the evil

powers occupying the demoniac with

acts of Roman oppression. (The

Meaning in the Miracles, 86).

Additional
Scripture for

the Day:
Psalms 42 and 43
Galatians 3:23-29

FROM BOOK OF COMMON
WORSHIP

READING 1
SOURCE(S):

Textweek:
www.textweek.com
 
The Meaning in the
Miracles by Jeffrey John
 
Bible Study Tools:
www.biblestudytools.com



About the Reading:

The Bible story of Elijah is found in

the Old Testament, in the first book

of Kings chapters 17 and 18. Elijah's

story begins by introducing the

state of affairs for the people of

Israel. They had been governed by

kings for numerous years and

several of these kings had been

evil.  God was troubled with what

the people were experiencing and

he delivered his prophet, Elijah, to

guide to them out of corruption and

suffering.

Elijah challenges Ahab and his

worshipers of Baal to show the

might of their god. Elijah was able

to prove to the Israelites the power

of God against Ahab and Baal. The

Israelites lost faith in Ahab and

followed Elijah's guidance in

trusting and recognizing God's

sovereignty.

READING 2
1 KINGS 19:1-4 (5-7)

1Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had

done, and how he had killed all the

prophets with the sword. 2 Then

Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah,

saying, “So may the gods do to me

and more also, if I do not make your

life as the life of one of them by this

time tomorrow.” 3 Then he was afraid,

and he arose and ran for his life and

came to Beersheba, which belongs to

Judah, and left his servant there.

 

4 But he himself went a day's journey

into the wilderness and came and sat

down under a broom tree. And he

asked that he might die, saying, “It is

enough; now, O Lord, take away my

life, for I am no better than my

fathers.” 5 And he lay down and slept

under a broom tree. And behold, an

angel touched him and said to him,

“Arise and eat.” 6 And he looked, and

behold, there was at his head a cake

baked on hot stones and a jar of

water. And he ate and drank and lay

down again. 7 And the angel of the

Lord came again a second time and

touched him and said, “Arise and eat,

for the journey is too great for you.”

READING 2
SOURCE(S):

Textweek:
www.textweek.com
 
Bible Study Tools:
www.biblestudytools.com
 

Bible Odyssey:
www.bibleodyssey.org

WANT TO
KNOW THE
FULL STORY
OF ELIJAH?

Read 1 Kings 17–19 and
2 Kings 1–2



Extra Reading
TEXTWEEK RECOMMENDS THE
FOLLOWING FOR THIS SUNDAY'S
READINGS

For Reading 1:

Commentary, Luke 8:26-39 (Pentecost

5C), Lucy Lind Hogan, Preaching This

Week, WorkingPreacher.org, 2016.

 

"God in the Shadow Lands," David

Lose, ...in the meantime, 2016.

 

The Truett Pulpit, Stacey Simpson

Duke, Co-Pastor, First Baptist Church,

Ann Arbor, Michigan, 2016.

 

The Center for Excellence in

Preaching, resources from Calvin

Theological Seminary: Comments &

Observations, Textual Points,

Illustration Ideas, 2016.

 

"A Provocation," Richard

Swanson, Provoking the Gospel, 2016.

 

"A Man in his right mind," Robert

Warren, Christ Church Clermont-

Ferrand, 2016.

 

Pulpit Fiction, with podcast.

Reflections of lectionary text, pop

culture, current events, etc. Robb Mc

Coy and Eric Fistler, 2016.

 

"Name Your Demons," David F.

Sellery, 2016.

 

For Reading 2:

Commentary, 1 Kings 19:1-4 [5-7] 8-

15a, Pentecost 5, Terence E.

Fretheim, Preaching This Week,

WorkingPreacher.org, 2016.

 

 

The Center for Excellence in

Preaching, resources from Calvin

Theological Seminary: Comments &

Observations, Textual Points,

Illustration Ideas, 2016.

 

 

"God Is Still Speaking, Quietly,"

Jerry Carpenter, Weimar

Wanderings, 2016.

 

 

Pulpit Fiction, with podcast.

Reflections of lectionary text, pop

culture, current events, etc. Robb

Mc Coy and Eric Fistler, 2016.

 

 

Commentary, 1 Kings 19:4-8, Garret

Galvin, Preaching This Week,

WorkingPreacher.org, 2015.

 

 

"God Is Not Done," Janet Hunt,

Dancing with the Word, 2015.

 

 

Commentary, 1 Kings 19:1-4 [5-7] 8-

15a, Pentecost 5, Roger Nam,

Preaching This Week,

WorkingPreacher.org, 2013.


