
 

 

The MBPC Texter 
… get into scripture – an ancient 

form of text messaging 
    

Issue 7: Monday, October 22, 2018       Lectionary Year B 
  

 

 
 

Sunday, October 28, 2018 
23st Sunday after Pentecost and 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Green is the liturgical color for Ordinary Time.) 

 

Gospel Reading (sermon text) 

Mark 10: 46-52 

Reading from the Psalter  

Psalm 126 

 

        In the list of the gospels, the first four books of 

the New Testament, the gospel of Mark appears 

second – after Matthew and before Luke and John.  

Even so, most scholars conclude Mark was the first-

written and that the authors of Matthew and Luke 

used it as a source.    The completion of a manuscript 

of Mark’s gospel is dated after 65 C.E. and before 

the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the 

Romans in 70.  Like all of the early writings about 

Jesus, copies of Mark’s gospel were sent to different 

cities where new Christian churches were being 

formed.  Mark does not tell us anything about Jesus’ 

birth and childhood; and Mark 1 begins with the 

story of Jesus’ baptism by John.  The 16 chapters of 

Mark’s gospel describe Jesus as a person of action 

and power.  He called the disciples, performed 

miracles, and healed the sick.   In the Gospel 

according to Mark, the teachings of Jesus to his 

followers are described as being grounded in the Old 

Testament scriptures, particularly the Ten 

Commandments given by God to Moses and the 

Israelites at Mt. Sinai.  

 

       The book of Psalms, also known as the Psalter, 

is a collection of prayers and songs composed 

throughout Israel’s history.  Some were composed 

before the reign of King David and the united 

kingdom of Israel (c. 1000 B.C.). Others were 

composed after the Babylonian conquest of the 

southern kingdom of Judah and the return of the 

exiled Jews to Jerusalem when the temple was rebuilt 

(c. 500 B.C.).   

Poetic Structure:   The overall poetic character of 

each psalm begins with the balance and symmetry of 

each numbered verse into 2 or 3 phrases. For 

example, consider Verse 2 of Psalm 90: 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or you had formed the earth and the world,  

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

Types of Psalms: The book of Psalms contains texts 

composed for various purposes, including prayers 

and/or laments asking for help; songs of 

thanksgiving, and hymns of praise 

 

Amen and Amen:  The Psalter is arranged in 5 parts, 

analogous with the 5 books of the Torah: Psalms 1-

41; 42-72; 37-89; 90-106; and 107-150.  It can be an 

interesting exercise to look up the last two or so 

verses in each of the ending psalms, observing 

similarities and differences. 
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    Mark 10:46-52: The Story of Blind Bartimaeus   
              

 This story is # 313, on pages 356-357 in The Children’s Bible in 365 

Stories.   Similar stories, those in which Jesus made blind people able to see, 

appear in all 3 of the other gospels.  See Matthew 

20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43; and John 9:1-7.  Even so, 

Mark is the only gospel that gives the blind man a 

name, a name meaning  “son of Timaeus.” Also note 

that one of the 10 stained-glass windows on the side 

wall of our sanctuary nearest the parking lot depicts the 

healing of a blind man.   

 

 When telling the story of Bartimaeus to 

children, mention that the healing took place in Jericho, 

which is strategically located on the west bank of the 

Jordan River about six miles north of the Dead Sea. Point out Jericho on ancient 

and modern maps of Israel..   The book of Joshua, Chapter 6 tells the story of the 

siege of Jericho. By overrunning the city, the Israelite army was able to open a 

pathway for entry into the land God promised them.  Today, Jericho, remains a key 

location on the west bank of the Jordan River.      

 

 
 

 

  Sharing the “Hymnbook of Israel” with Children   
 

Parents and grandparents have great 

pathways for teaching children about the 

book of Psalms by using Presbyterian 

hymns that have been passed down 

through the ages.  Before the Protestant 

Reformation, the Biblical psalms were 

sung in multi-part harmony and only by 

the choir.  John Calvin, one of the 

Protestant reformation’s founders, 

believed that the entire congregation 

should participate in hymn singing during 

worship services, and in 1539, published 
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the Genevan Psalter.  These same metrical renditions of psalms are still used in 

worship today.  Their rhythms, simple tunes, and one-part music are characteristics 

that make hymns from the Genevan Psalter good choices for children.   

 

 Pages 263-4 of The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories provide useful 

guidance to parents and grandparents for engaging children’s interest and 

enjoyment of hymns.    Several examples of well-known psalms are also given, but 

don’t feel limited to these.     
 

 
 

 

   Mark 10:46-52 (complete text)   
 

They came to Jericho. 

As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of 

Timaeus, a blind beggar, 

was sitting by the roadside.
 

When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 

he began to shout out and say, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
 

Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, 

but he cried out even more loudly, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”
 

Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” 

And they called the blind man, saying to him, 

“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.”
 

So throwing off his cloak, 

he sprang up and came to Jesus.
 

Then Jesus said to him, 

“What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let 

me see again.”
 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately 

he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
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  Psalm 123   (complete text)   

 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,  

we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, 

“The LORD has done great things for them.” 

The LORD has done great things for us, 

and we rejoiced. 

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears 

reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, 

bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

carrying their sheaves. 
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The Week at a Glance at MPBC  
 

 

Tuesday, October 30  

  8:00 am Body Works 

     1:00 pm Worship Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, October 31 

   4:30 pm Bike riding and play in the parking lot 

   5:00 pm Property Committee Meeting 

   5:00 pm Hand Bell  

   5:30 pm Bible Book Bonanza (children) 

   5:30 pm Making Bible connections for children 

   6:00 pm  Dinner  

   6:45 pm “Reading the Bible for Myself” (4
th
 grade & up) 

   6:45 pm “Let’s Talk It Over” (adults)  

   7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

 Thursday, November 1  
  8:00 am Body Works 

 10:00 am Bible Study  

Friday, November 2 
  8:00 am Body Works 

  9:15 am  Preschool Committee Meeting 

Saturday, November 3 

Sunday, November 4 

  9:30 am Sunday School for all adults 

   10:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 am  Worship  

   11:15 am Sunday School for Children (Preschool-3
rd

 Grade) 

 


