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A Message from our Pastor

Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 

their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down 

to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 

land, a land flowing with milk and honey . . . .”  Exodus 3:7-8 (NRSV). 

I wish every church member could be present for the vacation Bible school we present for the 

children of this neighborhood.  This year’s version of “Bible Times on Brookwood” includes the 

stories of Moses and the Israelites being rescued by God from slavery in Egypt, God’s giving of 

the Ten Commandments, the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites, and their triumphal entry 

into Canaan with the defeat of the city of Jericho.  It takes a ton of effort to pull this off, from 

Tom Reinhart’s inimitable portrayal of Pharaoh, to the banjo plucking of Bobby Horton, the song 

leading of Nancy Harper and Judy Wilson, the many “tribal parents” and helpers who take 

charge of smaller groups of children, the participation of some volunteers from B.S.A. Troop 

320, the craft workers, and the ladies in the kitchen.  Those, and many others--not to mention my 

dear Amanda, who has written the curriculum and coordinated the effort.  Yes, it is a lot of work, 

and I believe God will bless this work. 

There was one moment when I felt especially that God was smiling on our efforts.  Of course, it 

had been pouring rain the first two days of VBS.  We have been unable to use our tents, and the 

children’s “journey out of Egypt to Mt. Sinai” had to take place mainly indoors, contrary to our 

plans.  I was playing the part of Moses and as the children were under the porch that lines the 

courtyard, I informed them that they had arrived at Mt. Sinai.  I gestured up to the tall steeple of 

the church and said, “There it is—Mt. Sinai!”  As soon as the words were out of my mouth, there 

was a loud rumbling of thunder—just like the Bible reports for the time when the Israelites first 

encamped beneath the mountain.  Just when I had been feeling a bit frustrated by the weather 

conditions, God used the thunder to good effect in our drama.  Right after that, a little boy (age 

5?) thanked me for allowing him to come to the Bible school.  He said, “Wow!  It feels just like 

we are back in Bible times.” 

We never know what God will do with the seeds that we plant in Bible school, but we are 

confident that the seeds will grow.  At least we know the seeds have had plenty of moisture!!! 
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Farmers
Market : 
Opens
June 2!

All are welcome to 
Mountain Brook Presbyterian 

Church's Farmers Market!! 
This event will reoccur every Saturday 

starting June 2-August 25. 
What a wonderful way to spend a 

beautiful summer morning! 



June 24 after 11 a.m. Worship



MBPC  Youth Update

Friends, 
I can hardly believe Bible Times on Brookwood has come to a close. The Exodus story is so 
powerful and I hope that each of our participants and volunteers experienced the power of 
God's love while we were together this week. My heart is truly overflowing with gratitude to 
our Tribal Assistants (youth volunteers) -- Averie Plugge, Arden Plugge, Miles Plugge, 
Sedona Segars, William Kaiser, Candler Brown, Gri Cashio, Harrison Dukes, Stutts 
Everette, Ransom Everette, Carter Goodson, Hughes Goodson, Nate Holden, and George 
Mange -- who dedicated their time, energy, and gifts. Your leadership and dedication is 
God's gift to us here at Mountain Brook Presbyterian. 
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
What a great start to the summer season! ~ Emily



Muffins for Mom at MBPCP



MBPC Photos



Congratulations to Emilia Trueb on being selected as a member of the  
community service organization, The Hoover Belles.   
Emilia is the granddaughter of Dick and Molly Trueb. 

Alan and Linda Speaker, 
Easter Morning. 

"Flowering of the Cross"

VBS Snack Team: 
Candler Brown, Paula Cosper,  
Jane Carmichael, Karen Ogle



Presbytery News and Updates
PHFC THRIFT STORE MONTHLY DONATION DAY AT SVPC 
The next collection date is Saturday, 
June 2. Bring your usable discards, gently used clothing, etc., to the Presbyterian Home for Children's
reception center in the rear parking lot, below the playground of Shades Valley Presbyterian Church.
Terry Tingle will be serving as host. Volunteers will be on hand to unload your vehicle and to give you a
receipt for your tax-deductible donation. The center will be open from 8 AM - 12 noon. To volunteer or
for more information, email Terry Tingle. 

REGISTER NOW FOR SUMMER CAMP 
Don't miss out on a summer of fun, growth, spirituality and community. This summer we are
introducing some new concepts to our camping programs including; new camps, longer camps, new
volunteer positions and new activities! This summer everyone at Living River will be able to experience
a loving, intergenerational Christian community. Registering someone for camp is also an excellent
Christmas gift! It is truly the gift that will help children and youth develop some lifelong friendships
and some of the most important skills they need in every part of their lives.  Register now! 

Living River is looking for  new volunteers   who would like to have an impact on the lives of campers.
This summer we are introducing two new positions to anyone who is capable and interested. The first
position is that of Camp Healthcare Provider . This position is crucial to keeping all of our participant's
safe and healthy while at camp. To qualify for this volunteer position you must be a paramedic, nurse
or doctor that has all of the necessary, and up to date, certifications or degrees. The second position is
just as important for the campers well being, the  Camper Advocate . The Camper Advocate is just that,
and advocate for the campers. They are an adult on site that is there for the campers when they need
it. Home sick, tired, medically sick, frustrated or any other emotion or thought that camper might have
that needs some extra attention, the Camper Advocate is there to help. The only qualifications
required are the desire to help children when they are away from home. Both of these positions are
crucial to the health, comfort and safety of our campers and come with some perks. All of our
volunteers are given a free place to stay at camp and free meals all week long. We ask if you can help
the campers and Living River, please do so.  

MISSION NOTES 
Please be in prayer for the mission of our congregations, our presbytery and our mission partners
overseas. 

Pray for peace in Congo and the safety of our mission co-workers: Jeff and Christi Boyd-Congo;
Gwenda and Dr. John Fletcher-Congo. 

If you would like to support our mission co-workers, click the link below and type in their name. You
will be led to their personal page with more information on their mission story and how to give. 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/coworkers/ 



The Presbyterian Home for Children in Talladega, Alabama, has received a coveted accreditation from the
United Methodist Association. 
Presbyterian Home for Children CEO Doug Marshall accepted an award on April 16 for completing the
rigorous requirements for the Educational Assessment Guidelines Leading toward Excellence, or EAGLE,
accreditation during a ceremony at the Annual Meeting of the Eagle Accreditation Commission under the
United Methodist Association in Nashville. 
“The Presbyterian Home for Children has been serving children across Alabama for 150 years.  Attaining
EAGLE accreditation is an accomplishment of excellence for our organization and speaks to our
commitment of continual self-improvement,” Marshall said.   
The Presbyterian Home for Children was one of only six ministries in the country to be recognized for
completing the accreditation process of the United Methodist Association of Health and Welfare Ministries
in 2017. 
The Presbyterian Home for Children developed a three-year strategic plan in 2015 which included meeting
the standards required for the EAGLE accreditation. Standards include establishing risk management,
improvement of performance, results and outcomes in key areas of care and assurance the organization is
operating in a manner that is representative of the denomination’s values. 
“For many decades, the Presbyterian Home for Children has enjoyed a cohesive partnership with the
Alabama Department of Human Resources (DHR) to provide high-quality service to dependent foster
children and families in the state of Alabama,” said Felicia Storey, Vice President of Programs and
Operational Services at the Presbyterian Home for Children. “Being accredited by EAGLE assures us that the
desired standards of excellence that we seek to provide in our faith-based ministry to children, youth,
young adults and families are clearly met.” 
The EAGLE is the only faith-based accrediting body in the world and is focused on ministry with children and
older adults. Its goal is to “recognize organizations that voluntarily go beyond minimum requirements of
licensure to improve operational processes and outcomes,” UMA says. The accreditation is ecumenical and
applicable to all denominations. 
“UMA commends The Presbyterian Home for Children for this outstanding accomplishment. EAGLE
accreditation is our highest honor and recognizes those organizations across the country that have
voluntarily met our standards of excellence,” Mary Kemper, CEO of United Methodist Association. 
ABOUT PRESBYTERIAN HOME FOR CHILDREN 
The Presbyterian Home for Children, located in Talladega, Alabama, has provided services to children in
need since 1868. Originally founded as an orphanage, today it provides a wider range of services for
homeless children, families, and young adults from all parts of Alabama. Programs include an on-campus
ministry for homeless children and their female caregivers and homeless women age 19-24; a therapeutic
residential care program for children; an accredited school system; a family preservation and reunification
program serving families in a seven-county area, and a homeless shelter in North Alabama. 

PRESBYTERIAN HOME FOR CHILDREN  
RECEIVES NATIONAL FAITH-BASED  

ACCREDITATION



Letter from Operation Christmas Child, a mission that
MBPC participated in last November and December



Session Summary for May 2018
May 20, 2018 

5:00 p.m. Church Library 

The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Lant Davis. 

Devotional and prayer were given by Bob Dudelston. 

Excused absences, Scott Miklic and Norton Montague; existence of a quorum was established and agenda was accepted. 

Clerk’s Report, Judi Hudleston 

• Minutes of April 8, 2018 meeting were approved, with the exception of packet information from Frank Semmes to include his 

report from the preschool. 

• Correspondence: Letter from the Presbyterian Home for Children regarding Pentecost Special Offering was read and deferred to 

next year’s mission committee. 

• Responsibilities for June Meeting: Opening devotional, Lant Davis; Home Communion, Tuesday, June 5, 2018 to be 

determined. 

• Elder Commissioning for 2018 presbytery meeting will take place on Thursday, August 16, at Auburn-Opelika 

Korean__________. 

• Thursday, November 8, Presbyterian Home for Children, Talladega_____________. 

• Examination of Alex Wellman - Alex Wellman was unanimously approved for ordination as ruling elder, and will be ordained 

on Sunday, May 27, 2018 at 11 a.m. worship. 

Ministry Team Reports 

Finance, Bob Dudelston 

• Session received and approved the financial report, as written. 

Personnel, Frank Semmes 

• Sally Gregson has notified the church that she will be resigning her position as Administrative Assistant as of June 6, 2018. 

Request for names of replacement possibilities was made. 

Education, Lant Davis (per Amanda Davis) 

• Vacation Bible School, “Bible Times on Brookwood” will be Tuesday, May 29 through Friday June 1, 9 a.m. to noon. The 

theme this year will be Moses and the Exodus. Curriculum is designed and written by Amanda Davis. 

Property, Lant Davis (per Dick Trueb) 

• Lynda Horton request for the use of the fellowship hall for Clara Horton’s 100th birthday party on June 23 was approved. 

• Morgan Rogers (preschool teacher) cheerleading practice was approved for Sunday evenings from 4 to 5 p.m., July through 

August. 

• Reports of ongoing work: 

o The refinishing of the doors between the Educational building and the Fellowship Hall is proceeding as is the replacement/ 

repair of door closers. 

o A closet in the office store room is now outfitted with shelves to consolidate all the paint etc. (brooms are now next to the new 

paint closet). All the paint has been sorted and is in the closet along with all the painting tools and supplies we own. 

o An inventory of all fluorescent bulbs and incandescent bulbs was taken and the 54 fluorescent tubes retained in the top shelf of 

the in the will be used for the kitchen. Also being retained there are a few u-shaped tubes for the Narthex lights. The remainder of 

the incandescent bulbs is now in one spot in the office and will be sold (as the Session approved). An inventory has been provided 

to Sally who will undertake the disposition, hopefully ASAP. 

o Marathon Electric to convert all the office and St Stephen building to LED lamps.  They will begin work late next week (May 

23-25) in the preschool. The following week they will continue work in the office and educational bldg (the 2 nurseries). At that 

point the interior of the church buildings will be incandescent free and 100 % LED (except the Narthex lights and the kitchen). 

o The lighting project in the Parlor is now scheduled for the first week in June utilizing Jabo Ernest Electric co. 



o Due to budget constraints we are changing our engineering design in the Parlor. The team has tentatively agreed to contract with 

Jabo Ernest Electric co to perform the work in the parlor.  The Property team has also elected to reuse the existing fixtures w/ 

globes by re-lamping with LED’s. You can see an example in the Fellowship Hall. That work will continue, using team members, 

thru the summer (utilizing our newly modified scaffold for safety reasons). 

o We are awaiting Joe Lee’s quoted price and schedule on the chancel lighting which you have previously funded. Hopefully that 

work will be accomplished in June. Harold Faught has re-assumed his oversight of the project. 

o We will be requesting funds for the repair of leak over the chancel and at the same time replace the steeple lights (4) with LED 

lamps 

Worship, Nancy Harper 

• The Lord’s Supper was served to the congregation on May 6, 2018. Extended Communion was served to homebound members 

May 9, 2018. Those served were: Dot McCraney, Jane Patton, Eukie Woodall, Clara Horton, and Tom Reinhart. Lant and Erskine 

visited and prayed with Lew Whitehead and Corrinan England.   

Missions, Drew Spransy 

• The session authorized a $5,000 donation to Habitat for Humanity home from the mission endowment account (#1-8903). This 

is a hands on mission and the campaign is underway. 

Congregational Care, Drew Spransy 

• Potluck Salad Luncheon is scheduled for Sunday, June 24, 2018. 

Preschool Report, Frank Semmes 

• Financials are on track. 

• Preschool still needs three 5 day aides (2 for the two year olds, 1 for the three year olds) and one Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

aide for 3s. 

• Garden: Eagle Scout arbor project has been completed, and the junior high students performed their service hours the last week 

of April, by clearing all weeds from the gravel areas. 

• Calendar: Graduation ceremony was held on May 15 at noon in the sanctuary. The last day of the current school year was on 

May 16. Summer Fun begins June 4 and ends on August 2. 

• HB-77 (Child Care Safety Act) – The Preschool is exempt from formal licensure by DHR, but will need to come into 

compliance with requirements for “exempt” organizations. 

• Various repairs are in the works. 

Moderators Report, Lant Davis 

• Farmers Market [session packet] 

o Governmental activity.   

Dave Kaiser and Lant Davis represented the church at a hearing of the Mountain Brook Planning Commission that was held on 

Monday, May 7, 2018, on the church’s request for a conditional use permit allowing the church to operate a seasonal farmers 

market during the summer months.  The Kaiser family, Nancy Harper, Nancy’s friend Lou Lanier (speaking on behalf of the local 

garden club), and a neighbor, Bill Barnes, were present in support.  We also had a letter of support from our neighbor, Dr. Wayne 

Finley.  The Planning Commission granted the church’s request, and a copy of their order may be found in the session packet. 

Dave also has obtained a special event permit, as is required by the City of Mountain Brook. 

We will not be a “certified” farmers market this first year.  Our contact person with the State indicated that we were a little too 

late to get all that done this first year.  However, we are operating the market and accepting vendors in compliance with the 

requirements for certified markets.  This should make certification easier next year.  Certification is not a condition of the permit 

that we obtained from the Planning Commission. 

o Growers.  Currently we have about ten growers who have expressed an interest in participating in the market.  We need quite a 

few more, but it’s a start.  (We were advised by our State contact person that it might be hard to recruit growers this late in the 

year, as many of them have committed to other markets.)  Dave and I plan to meet with interested growers on Sunday afternoon, 

May 20 (right before the session meeting).  The Cupcake Truck has also indicated a desire to be present during the market time. 

 And a real estate agent may sponsor Sam Pointer, an acoustic guitar artist, to play music.   

o Publicity.  Response on the Mountain Brook community Facebook page continues to be strong when Dave posts 

announcements about our plans.  For example, there were 350 “likes” when he posted the request for growers. 



Mountain Brook Magazine, Channel 6 TV, and Village Living have all provided, or will provide, free publicity.  We have 

ordered banners for our posts by the street.  The garden club will be publicizing the market, too. 

o Expenses.   

Thus far the expenses have included governmental filing fees, copying of drawings, street banners, a pop-up shelter for the 

church’s informational table, and a sign for the informational table.  Our estimate of $1,000 of initial expenses seems in the 

right ballpark still (although we have not asked Bernie to tally it all).   

There is one possible expense item that would make us go over $1,000: some of the vendors will need to run refrigerated 

coolers, and they would like an electrical connection.  Dick Trueb has shown an electrician (one that we will be using on 

other projects) what we need, and we are waiting for an estimate. 

• Youth protection policy.  At the presbytery meeting on May 17, the presbytery approved a recommendation of the 

Executive Council that the current youth protection policy be revised and that the requirement for fingerprint scanning of 

the national criminal offender database be suspended indefinitely.  That revision of the policy (in which Lant is 

participating) is scheduled to be completed this summer.  Then it will be time for our church to bring its policies in line 

with that of the presbytery.  It’s probably a good thing that we did not rush to develop a policy earlier, as the newer version 

being developed by the presbytery is likely to be simpler than the version that was first adopted.  It is a Book of Order 

requirement that all churches have a youth protection policy. 

Adjournment with prayer. 

Next meeting scheduled for Sunday, June 10, 2018 at 5:00 p.m.. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Judi Huddleston

Sally Gregson, our church administrative assistant, let us know
several weeks ago that she wants to quit working and spend more

time with her daughter, Katie. Her last day will be June 6. If you would
like to express your appreciation for her service here and your best
wishes for the future, you may send a card to her home address,

2217 Hawksbury Lane, Hoover, AL 35226-1207. 


