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Reading 1
DANIEL 7:1-3, 15-18

In the first year of Belshazzar king of

Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and

visions passed through his mind as he

was lying in bed. He wrote down the

substance of his dream.2 Daniel said:

“In my vision at night I looked, and

there before me were the four winds of

heaven churning up the great

sea. 3 Four great beasts, each different

from the others, came up out of the

sea.

“I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and

the visions that passed through my

mind disturbed me. 16 I approached

one of those standing there and asked

him the meaning of all this.“So he told

me and gave me the interpretation of 

these things: 17 ‘The four great beasts

are four kings that will rise from the

earth. 18 But the holy people of the

Most High will receive the

kingdom and will possess it forever—

yes, for ever and ever.’

ABOUT THE TEXT:

The book of Daniel belongs to a

category of literature called

apocalyptic. Apocalyptic literature

usually comes out of difficult times.

For example, the book of Daniel

comes from the era (165 B.C.) when

Antiochus Epiphanes profaned the

temple and tried to impose pagan

religious practices on the Jews. The

book of Revelation comes from the

era (95 A.D.) when Christians were

being persecuted because they

refused to worship the emperor.While

apocalyptic literature might seem 
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strange to us, the word apocalypse

means unveiling or revelation.

Apocalyptic literature typically

proclaims a message of hope in coded

language not understandable except

by insiders and therefore unlikely to

draw the ire of hostile

authorities.Apocalyptic literature

usually reflects a strong dualism—

good against evil. It presents

dramatic visions full of symbols—

numbers, colors, and animals—codes

that must be explained or

interpreted. It sees time, not as cyclic

(as the Greeks thought of time), but

as a linear movement toward God’s

final judgment. It regards present

troubles as mere birth pangs that will

lead to the final consummation of

God’s reign. It holds out hope for the

faithful who are suffering now, but

who will receive a Godly reward in the

end.

 

No wonder Daniel says, "My spirit was

troubled within me, and the visions of

my head terrified me." Who wouldn't

react similarly? What are these

creatures, and what are they doing in

the Bible?

What are our devouring beasts?

Preachers might want to name these

for their particular contexts,

recognizing, of course, that such

spiritualization of the text moves

beyond its historical sense.

 For Daniel, most interpreters agree,

the beasts represented the powerful

kingdoms of Babylon, Media, Persia,

and the Greek empire of Alexander

the Great, which had, consecutively,

dominated and then literally

subjected Israel for some five

centuries by the time the book was

written. So, what holds us captive?

For a more dangerous sermon, you 

could explore what does it mean that

many in the world today, rightly or

wrongly, would describe the

American "empire" in similar beastly

language—even as we sometimes

demonize, say, the Islamic world for

the attacks of some who claim to

represent it? What will Christians do

in the face of all this?

 

But we do not need to wait until the

end of time to "possess the kingdom

forever," as Daniel 7:18 promises. The

last line of "A Mighty Fortress Is Our

God" gets it right: "The kingdom's

ours forever"—already—because of

the victory over all the beastly

powers, including sin, death, and the

devil, won by God through the death

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Given the hope and strength of that

safe home, we need not wait either

for the end of time to confront the

beasts of this world—again, whether

personal, political, or mythic. The

"Son of Man," who comes to face

down the powers of the world in

Daniel, will finally be seen in the

Gospels to be our Lord Jesus, but the

title applies often in the Bible to all of

us—sons of men, daughters of

women, human persons, saved and

set free by God to make a difference

in the world now.

A Wisdom of Mr Rogers

““The real issue in life
is not how many

blessings we have, but
what we do with our

blessings. Some
people have many

blessings and hoard
them. Some have few
and give everything

away.””



feet and appointed him to be

head over everything for the

church, 23 which is his body, the

fullness of him who fills everything

in every way.

ABOUT THE TEXT:

This past Friday was All Saints Day.

I believe in response to this it is

important to speak on saints some

in regards to this reading.

A quick overview of the letter to the

Ephesians reveals an overarching

focus on the church: the saints who

are the body of Christ.. From the

opening greeting identifying the

addressees as the saints (Ephesians

1:1-2) and the lofty opening

sentences outlining the rich

spiritual blessings the saints have

in Christ (Ephesians 1:3-10), the

letter seeks to inform its readership

of the purpose for life, the promises

of a new life, and the power for

living believers have in Christ.

Having been chosen and adopted in

the Elect (1:4-5), believers now

share in the privileges (chapters 1-

3) and responsibilities (chapters 4-

6) they have on account of being

spiritually positioned in the

heavenly places in Christ (1:3, 20;

2:6; 3:10; 6:12). In light of this

heavenly foothold in Christ, and

despite their earthly reality, the

saints are reminded their

inheritance has a purpose (1:11-12)

and a seal of promise (1:13-14), and

it rests in the power of Christ (1:15-

23).

As the world around us changes

and temperaments sore more than

ever as the church, we need to

strive to live as agents of

reconciliation in a world filled with

hate and division.As daunting as

this task might seem for us who are 

READING 2
EPHESIANS 1:11-23

In him we were also chosen, having

been predestined according to the

plan of him who works out everything

in conformity with the purpose of his

will, 12 in order that we, who were the

first to put our hope in Christ, might

be for the praise of his glory. 13 And

you also were included in Christ when

you heard the message of truth, the

gospel of your salvation. When you

believed, you were marked in him

with a seal, the promised Holy

Spirit, 14 who is a deposit

guaranteeing our inheritance until the

redemption of those who are God’s

possession—to the praise of his glory.

15 For this reason, ever since I heard

about your faith in the Lord Jesus and

your love for all God’s people, 16 I

have not stopped giving thanks for

you, remembering you in my

prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious

Father, may give you the Spirit of

wisdom and revelation, so that you

may know him better. 18 I pray that

the eyes of your heart may be

enlightened in order that you may

know the hope to which he has

called you, the riches of his glorious

inheritance in his holy people, 19 and

his incomparably great power for us

who believe. That power is the same

as the mighty strength 20 he exerted

when he raised Christ from the

dead and seated him at his right

hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far

above all rule and authority, power

and dominion, and every name that is

invoked, not only in the present age

but also in the one to come. 22 And

God placed all things under his 



called to be saints, we are also

reminded that this calling is an

accomplishable mission because

we “were marked with the seal of

the promised Holy Spirit”

(Ephesians 1:14). This seal of the

Spirit upon the life of believers,

however, should not be seen

merely in terms of a marked for

future delivery stamp. If Christians

have been sealed from the moment

of conversion, it is not to be

shelved away in a storage unit until

their eschatological pick-up date.

This is why in the letter to the

Ephesians, as well as in other

epistles of the Pauline body, the

Christian life is represented as

living in the Spirit (Romans 8:4-6;

Galatians 5:16; 22-25; Ephesians

5:18). In the interim period as we

await our redemption, the Spirit

guides us to produce fruits of

justice and righteousness, which

are the marks of a true Christian. It

is the Spirit’s work in the believer,

which marks them as “God’s own

people, to the praise of his glory”

(Ephesians 1:14).

Shifting toward testimony and

intercession on behalf of the

Ephesians, the rest of the chapter

praises them and lifts a prayer for

their continuance in the hope of

their calling. In Paul’s mind, what

makes this group of believers stand

out is their faith in Jesus

demonstrated by their love for all

the saints (Ephesians 1:15).

Indeed, the two actions go hand in

hand. Linking these two verbs in a

manner reminiscent of James and

John the Beloved’s teachings, Paul

hints love is only genuine when it is

accompanied by loving actions for

others. In light of this, Paul prays

for God to continue giving them

wisdom and

revelation (Ephesians 1:17) so that

they may truly come to know their

hope and inheritance (verse 18).

Reflecting on this, Paul is moved by

wonder over God’s great power to

save (verse 19) ending his prayer in

a doxology, which centers on

Christ’s place at the Father’s right

hand (verse 20), his authority (verse

21), and relationship to the church

(verses 22-23).

Christ’s use and reach of his great

power and authority serves as an

example for the church. Although

his power by far exceeds “all rule

and authority and power and

dominion” and his authority

extends “above every name that is

named, not only in this age but also

in the age to come” (Ephesians

1:21), the purpose of his great

power is not self-serving. Christ’s

cosmic Lordship over all is not a

reference to complete dominance,

but rather a position of authority in

the service of others. Christ has

been “appointed head over all

things for the church” (verse 22)

indicating His great power serves

the best interests of the church,

which is his body. This foreshadows

how later Christ’s headship over

the church will be described as the

love between a husband and his

bride (Ephesians 5:22-33). Last,

being filled by his fullness (for

example his presence) the church

as the body of Christ comes to

participate in his position and

power (verse 23). For a community

in search of new identity, the

Ephesian church is reminded that

their place in the heavenly places

ultimately rests in the power of

Christ, and not their own.
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