
 

 

The MBPC Texter 
… get into scripture – an ancient 

form of text messaging 
    

Issue 10: Tuesday, November 13        Lectionary Year B 
  

 
 

Sunday, November 18, 2018 
26th Sunday after Pentecost and 33nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Green is the liturgical color for Ordinary Time.) 

 

Gospel Reading (sermon text) 

Mark 13:1-8 

Old Testament Reading  

1 Samuel 2:1-8 

       

         In the list of the gospels, the first four books of 

the New Testament, the gospel of Mark appears 

second – after Matthew and before Luke and John.  

Even so, most scholars conclude Mark was the first-

written and that the authors of Matthew and Luke 

used it as a source.    The completion of a manuscript 

of Mark’s gospel is dated after 65 C.E. and before 

the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the 

Romans in 70.  Like all of the early writings about 

Jesus, copies of Mark’s gospel were sent to different 

cities where new Christian churches were being 

formed.   

 

        Mark does not tell us anything about Jesus’ 

birth and childhood but begins with the story of 

Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist in Chapter 1.  The 

16 chapters of Mark’s gospel describe Jesus as a 

person of action and power.  He called the disciples, 

performed miracles, and healed the sick.   In the 

Gospel according to Mark, the teachings of Jesus to 

his followers are described as being grounded in the 

Old Testament scriptures, particularly the Ten 

Commandments given by God to Moses and the 

Israelites at Mt. Sinai.  

         

 

     Although divided in our Protestant Bibles into 

two parts, 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Samuel were meant to be read 

as one continuing story – say Volume 1 and Volume 

2.   1
st
 Samuel tells about the struggles Israel faced as 

they became a people ruled by kings. God used 

Samuel to anoint Saul as the first king of Israel.  

However, Saul did not follow God’s ways, and God 

sends Samuel to Bethlehem to anoint David as the 

next king.  1
st
 Samuel describes how, before 

becoming king, David respected Saul’s authority and 

supported him. David and Saul’s son Jonathan 

became best friends and fought on behalf of the 

Israelites together in Saul’s army.  

 

      2
nd

 Samuel continues with the story of David as 

king. Under God’s guidance, King David captured 

Jerusalem and made it the capital city, and he united 

all the tribes into one kingdom.  David often made 

wrong choices, but in all cases, asked for God’s 

forgiveness.  The events recorded in 1
st
 and 2

nd
 

Samuel happened about 1000 B.C. but like most of 

the history books of the Old Testament these two 

books were written about 450 years later.  From this 

perspective these books portray David as their ideal 

king.  When Jesus came 550 years later, some Jews 

were expecting him to be an earthly king with an 

army -- more like King David one thousand years 

before.  
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  Sharing Stories from the Book of 1st Samuel with Children  
 

             Contained in our Children’s Bible in 365 Stories, there are 27 stories that come from the 

book of 1
st
 Samuel alone (pages 125 – 155).  But before introducing these stories, here’s a 

reminder of what happened to God’s chosen people in previous books of the Old Testament: 

Genesis through Ruth. 

 

Genesis        It is in Genesis we learn about God’s first covenants with the 

Israelites.  A covenant is an agreement in which two parties make 

promises to each other.  In Genesis 12 God promised Abraham and 

Sarah that, if they would leave their home and go to the land he 

showed them, then they would have descendants who would become 

a great nation.  Later, he blessed Jacob, grandson of Abraham and 

Sarah, with many children including 12 sons who became patriarchs 

for the12 tribes of Israel.   

Exodus 

Leviticus 

Numbers 

Deuteronomy 

These books tell the story of Moses leading the Israelites out of 

slavery in Egypt, through the wilderness on the Sinai Peninsula, and 

back to the land God promised them between the Mediterranean Sea 

and the Jordan River.  Along their journey, God gives the Israelites 

10 commandments and additional instructions for living and worship.   

Joshua This book marks the end of the Exodus period. Joshua, Moses’ 

successor and a new generation of leaders, the Israelites enter the 

Promised Land and settle in tribal territories.   

Judges This book collects accounts of tribal heroes and heroines called who 

served as warriors and tribal chieftains between the times of Joshua 

and Samuel (the last judge).  These charismatic leaders, including 

Samson, Gideon, Deborah, and Barak, were called by God to save 

their tribes from oppression by enemies.  

Ruth The book of Ruth emphasizes God working through a foreign woman 

who becomes the great-grandmother of King David. It carries a 

strong warning for excluding anyone from a place among God’s 

people.  

  

            Some of the many stories in 1
st
 Samuel are well-known and some you may not be 

familiar with, but it is important to remember that people of the Old Testament lived way more 

than 2000 years ago and hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus.  Therefore, their ideas about 

the mind of God and about what God expects of people were different from people living in New 

Testament times, and of course, exceedingly different from today.   Even so, stories from the 

Bible help us understand God’s relationships with people through the ages.  God’s presence 

made a difference in the lives of these ancient peoples.  Their stories and experiences can help us 

see how God is acting in our times today – and how we are offered life-giving relationships with 

God today.  
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 The Importance of the Jerusalem Temple 1000 B.C. – 70 A.D.  

 
          Pastor Lant’s sermon on Sunday, November 18 will focus on the Mark 13: 

1-8 passage, “The Destruction of the Temple Foretold.”   There is no story in The 

Children’s Bible in 365 Stories which relates to this Mark 13 sermon text, but I 

suggest the story, “Building God’s Temple” ( page175) as a good starting point for 

understanding the importance of the Jerusalem temple in Biblical history.  From 

the time it was built on the top of Mt. Zion in Jerusalem, it was the center of 

Israelite national life until 70 A.D. when it was destroyed by the Romans to put 

down a Jewish rebellion.    Having an appreciation for the importance of the 

Jerusalem Temple, gives us a better overall understanding of the Old Testament, 

particularly the prophetic books and Psalms.  Throughout its lifespan, the Temple 

was damaged, destroyed, and rebuilt several times.  Here’s an abbreviated 

chronology.   

 

First Temple (c.950-586 B.C.)    The Jerusalem Temple was first built during the 

peaceful reign of King Solomon and is also known as “Solomon’s Temple.”  

Information about its appearance, dimensions, and construction materials comes 

from the description in 1
st
 Kings 6-8.  Its basic shape was a long rectangle, and it 

included 3 sections: a vestibule; nave; and inner sanctuary.  On either side of the 

top step of the vestibule were columns topped with gold palm-leaf capitals. The 

nave was filled with valuable gold vessels and furnishings including an altar, table, 

cups, basins, and dishes for incense. Among the most beautiful and valuable 

vessels were 10 lampstands, which were placed along the back wall of the nave on 

either side of the door going into the inner sanctuary, which contained the Ark of 

the Covenant.  In 586 B.C., the Babylonian invaders burned the Temple and 

carried away its furnishings, vessels, and other precious items.  

 

Second Temple (c. 520 – 50 B.C.)  In 586 B.C., Jerusalem was sacked by the 

Babylonians, and Jewish leaders and priests were taken as prisoners back to 

Babylon. Then, in 537 B.C. Cyrus the Great of Persia conquered the Babylonians 

and allowed Jewish exiles return to Jerusalem.  The Second Temple, built between 

520 and 515 B.C., was built on the same foundation and retained the original 

dimensions.  Even so, the decoration was not as elaborate.  Although the Second 

Temple represented continuity for religious life, political power of the returned 

exiles was diminished under Persian authority. Even so, the Persians allowed the 

high priest and his staff to assume much of the internal governance.  In 325 B.C. 

the Greeks replaced the Persians and in 63 B.C. the Romans replaced the Greeks as 

the imperial masters of Palestine. During these periods the Temple underwent 

desecration.  
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Third Temple (50 B.C. – 70 A.D) The Temple of this period is also known as 

“Herod’s Temple” because it was one of the building projects decreed by King 

Herod the Great (37B.C. – 4 A.D.) to gain favor with Palestine’s Roman overlords.    

Herod improved the not-so-grand sixth century structure by building the western 

retaining wall supporting a broad public area bordered with a Roman-style 

colonnade.  The Jerusalem Temple figures prominently as a location during the 

week of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection.     During the period of the early 

church, both Jewish Christians and Jews who had not accepted Jesus worshiped at 

the Jerusalem Temple, but after the Romans destroyed it in 70 A.D., Judaism and 

Christianity became separate religions.   Today, the Muslim shrine called “The 

Dome of the Rock” stands on the Temple Mount, but the Temple Mount and its 

retaining wall remain holy places for today’s Christians and Jews.  

 

 

 
 

 

   Mark 13: 1-8 (complete text)   
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 

what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see 

these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be 

thrown down.”  

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, 

John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will 

be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began 

to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 
 
Many will come in my name 

and say, ‘I am he! and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to 

come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will 

be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of 

the birth pangs. 
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  1st Samuel 2:1-10(complete text)  
 

Hannah prayed and said, 

“My heart exults in the LORD; 

    my strength is exalted in my God. 

My mouth derides my enemies, 

    because I rejoice in my victory. 

“There is no Holy One like the LORD, 

    no one besides you; 

    there is no Rock like our God. 

Talk no more so very proudly, 

    let not arrogance come from your mouth; 

for the LORD is a God of knowledge, 

    and by him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty are broken, 

    but the feeble gird on strength. 

Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, 

    but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. 

The barren has borne seven, 

    but she who has many children is forlorn. 

The LORD kills and brings to life; 

    he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 

The LORD makes poor and makes rich; 

    he brings low, he also exalts. 

He raises up the poor from the dust; 

    he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes 

    and inherit a seat of honor. 

For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, 

    and on them he has set the world. 
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The Week at a Glance at MPBC  
 

Tuesday, November 13 

  8:00 am Body Works 

    1:00 pm Worship Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, November 14 

   5:00 pm Hand Bell  

   5:30 pm Bible Book Bonanza (children) 

   5:30 pm Making Bible connections for children (adults)  

   6:00 pm  Dinner  

   6:45 pm “Reading the Bible for Myself” (4
th
 grade & up) 

   6:45 pm “Let’s Talk It Over” (adults) 

   7:30 pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, November 15  
  8:00 am Body Works 

 10:00 am Bible Study 

Friday, November 16 
  8:00 am Body Works 

Saturday, November 17 

Sunday, November 18 

  9:30 am Sunday School for all adults 

   10:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 am  Worship  

   11:15 am Sunday School for Children (Preschool-3
rd

 Grade) 

 


