
 

 

The MBPC Texter 
… get into scripture – an ancient 

form of text messaging 
    

Issue 11: Monday, November 19          Lectionary Year B 
  

 
 

Sunday, November 25, 2018           Christ the King Sunday 
 

Revelation 1:4b-8  

(sermon text) 

Old Testament Reading  

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

       

         The apocalyptic book of Revelation, along with 

the gospel of John and the 3 epistles – 1
st
 John, 2

nd
 

John, 3
rd

 John – were, in the early days of 

Christianity, attributed to John, son of Zebedee, one 

of Jesus’ 12 disciples. Even so, because of the 

differences in literary style and theology within these 

5 books of the New Testament, modern scholars 

believe that they were written by different authors, 

perhaps not contemporaries, who were members of a 

“Johannine community.”     

         Apocalypse means “to uncover” or “to reveal,” 

and this type of writing describes a battle between 

good and evil using strange images, codes, and 

symbols. Revelation frequently uses “Babylon” as a 

code name for Rome and “the Lamb” is a code name 

for Jesus. Symbols in the book are frequently 

associated with the number seven – 7 seals, 7 

trumpets, and 7 golden bowls.  Similar visions and 

symbols are found in the Old Testament books of 

Daniel and Ezekiel.   

       The main message of the book of Revelation is 

that God will triumph over every evil here on earth 

and in the world to come. Revelation is sometimes 

used erroneously to predict future events, including 

the end of the world. But Jesus warned against trying 

to do so. Speaking about the end of the world in 

Mark 13, Jesus said, “but of that day or that hour no 

one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father.”   

         

 

     Less than two hundred years before Jesus was 

born, a Greek king ruling in Palestine before Jesus 

was born demanded that the Jews accept Greek ideas 

and religion.  The book of Daniel was written to 

encourage the Jews to be faithful to their God and 

their own people.  The book contains stories about a 

man named Daniel who lived in Babylon during a 

previous period of Jewish captivity following the 

Babylonian siege of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.   

          The first 6 chapters of book contain familiar 

Bible stories including  

 The story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 

whom God rescued from a fiery furnace, 

 The story of the handwriting on the wall at King 

Belshazzar’s banquet, and 

 The story of Daniel and the lion’s den. 

  The last six chapters of Daniel contain apocalyptic 

visions similar to those in Revelation and using some 

of the same symbols. The purpose of these visions 

was to encourage Jews to resist the power of overlord 

kings in Palestine.  

 

       Both Jews and Christians have turned to the 

book of Daniel whenever they have been persecuted 

for their faith. The stories in this book remind us that 

God gives us courage to do the right thing even when 

it is hard to do so. 
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 Christ the King Sunday: The Last for the Liturgical Year  
 

 

 

The celebration of Christ the King Sunday recognizes kingly qualities of Jesus. 

 Christ has dominion over all creatures 

 Angels and humans are Christ’s subjects 

 Christ has sovereignty over the nations of the world.  
 

The following Sunday will be December 2
nd

, the first Sunday in the Advent season 

and mark the beginning of Year C in the 3-year cycle of the Revised Common 

Lectionary.  

 

What is a Lectionary? 
 A lectionary is a book or listing that contains a collection of scripture 

readings appointed for Christian or Judaic worship on a given day or occasion.  

Both Jews and Christians began using lectionaries by the end of the 3
rd

 century.  

The Protestant Revised Common Lectionary or RCL 

(https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu// ) is currently used by some churches in 

Protestant denominations – including Presbyterians, Methodists, and Episcopalians 

– to structure scripture passages selected for study and worship throughout the 

liturgical year. For each Sunday, the RCL proposes four or more passages, with at 

least one coming from the Gospels; one from the Epistles; one from the Old 

Testament; and one from the Psalms.   

 

           The lectionary operates on a three-year cycle (Year A, Year B, and Year C) 

and thus, within a three-year period, there will be a passage from every book of the 

Bible. An advantageous aspect of lectionary-based Bible study is that someone can 

begin at any time – there’s not a starting or ending place in its cyclical pattern.   

Also, if you miss several weeks you don’t feel as if you’re falling behind.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
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   Revelation 1:4b-8 (complete text)   
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne,
 
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and freed
 
us from our sins by his blood, and made

 
us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving
 
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 

 and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,  

who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

 
 

 

 

  Daniel 7: 9-10 & 13-14(complete text)  
 

As I watched, 

thrones were set in place,   

and an Ancient One
 
took his throne, 

his clothing was white as snow, 

and the hair of his head like pure wool; 

his throne was fiery flames, 

and its wheels were burning fire. 

A stream of fire issued 

and flowed out from his presence. 

A thousand thousands served him, 

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 

The court sat in judgment, 

 and the books were opened. 

. . . . 

As I watched in the night visions, 

I saw one like a human being 

coming with the clouds of heaven. 
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And he came to the Ancient One 

and was presented before him. 

To him was given dominion 

and glory and kingship, 

that all peoples, nations, and  languages 

should serve him. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

that shall not pass away, 

and his kingship is one 

that shall never be destroyed. 

 
 

 

The Week at a Glance at MPBC  
 

Monday, November 19 

  8:00 am Body Works 

Tuesday, November 20 

  8:00 am Body Works 

     9:00 am Prayer Team Meeting 

    11:00 am Worship Team Meeting 

      1:00 pm Worship Staff Meeting 

Wednesday, November 21 

All Wednesday Night Activities are cancelled 

Thursday, November 22 
 Church Offices are closed 

Friday, November 23  

  Church offices are closed 

Saturday, November 24 

Sunday,  November 25 

  9:30 am Sunday School for all adults 

   10:15 am Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

   11:00 am  Worship  

   11:15 am Sunday School for Children (Preschool-3
rd

 Grade) 

   12:00 pm Prepare for Hanging of the Greens 
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Story Bible Connections: Daniel and Revelation  

 
        Although the book of Daniel was written later, the Jewish Babylonian exile 

period of fifty-plus years during the sixth century B.C. serves as a setting for the 

stories of the first six chapters.  It is helpful when sharing stories from Daniel with 

children (Children’s Bible in 365 Stories, pages 232-244) to understand what was 

happening to the Israelites during this period.  In 598 B.C., King Jehoiachin of 

Judah surrendered in Jerusalem to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.  Along with 

Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzar captured 10,000 people in Jerusalem and took them 

back to the city of Babylon (2 Kings 24:10-17).  These captives included 

government and religious officials, warriors, artisans, and smiths.  The 

Babylonians were not cruel like the Assyrians, and the captives were well treated.  

These Jewish exiles remained in Babylon until 538 B.C. when King Cyrus of 

Persia conquered the Babylonians, opening the way for the Jews exiled in Babylon 

to return to Jerusalem.  Furthermore, during the Babylonian exile, the Jews made 

great progress in collecting their Biblical texts into the books of the Old Testament 

we have today.   

 

          It is appropriate that Story #365 in our children’s Bible storybook is the lone 

story about the book of Revelation.    In talking to children about these two books 

of the Bible – Daniel and Revelation – it is helpful to think about some of their 

similarities and connections.  First they are both examples of apocalyptic literature 

– descriptions of the battle between good and evil where good wins out in the end.  

But in both books, we can emphasize to ourselves and our children that they 

encourage us to remain faithful to God in the face of adversity.   

  


